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EDITORIAL /@ 


Crossing over 


By John Coulbourn 


We are all faced with tough decisions in our lives—decisions far bigger than what 
to wear to the bar on Saturday night, where to go on a winter holiday, how much to 
stash in an RRSP or whether or not to tell your family that your particular branch of 
the family tree has grown as long as it is ever will. 


But the next time you find yourself on the horns of a decision dilemma, spare a 
thought or two for Scott Brison. 


Brison, you may recall, has been in the news a fair bit in the past year, what with a 
run for the leadership of the Progressive Conservatives that did far better than a lot 
of pundits expected, followed quickly by a defection from said PCs, once that party had 
opted for a (re)union with the breakaway lunatic fringe that seems to constitute the 
majority of the membership in the Reform-cum-Alliance-cum-Conservative Party. 


Of course, Brison wasn’t alone in his defection from this new party, although at 
press time he remained the only elected Progressive Conservative member of 
Parliament to actually cross the floor and join the Liberals and their new “leader” Paul 
Martin—and yes, there will be more on this later. 


Now, normally, | can be a pretty empathetic guy, but this time out, try as | might, | 
just can’t seem to put myself inside the Brison’s head. As a gay man, | can understand 
why a seemingly principled individual of our persuasion might have great difficulty in 
sitting in the same party as Stockwell Day, Stephen Harper and their political brethren. 
Time and time again, the neanderthals this party seems to attract have suggested that, 
given their heads, if they couldn’t have us all back in our closets, they’d have us all in 
the local penitentiary doing hard time instead. 


As a gay man—hell, as a human being possessed of even a modicum of 
compassion—| simply can’t imagine that | could ever be a member of a political party 
that would welcome the likes of Myron Thompson, the aforementioned Stockwell Day 
and good ol’ shoot-from-the-lip Larry Spencer (who frankly, | might add, seems to be 
being punished not so much for what he thinks as what he was stupid enough to say). 
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But unlike Brison, who | am sure is a gay man of principal, | just can’t get my head 
wrapped around the idea of leaving this love child of John A. Macdonald and Preston 
Manning for the party of Paul Martin’s Liberals. Because, frankly, | suspect that if you 
were to boil things down, the former Alliance Party didn’t have the parliamentary 
market on bigots cornered, anymore than does the new Conservative Party—and 
anyone who doubts it need look no further than the vote on same-sex marriage that 
took place this fall, which saw far too many Liberals break rank with their party and 
vote against it. 


The only difference, of course, is that members of the Alliance Party are honest 
bigots whose votes against same-sex marriage surprised no one, whereas those so- 
called dissident members of the Liberal caucus have, at the very least, been guilty of a 
political masquerade based on expediency and electability. 


Worse, Brison seems to have defected to a party which is now under the leader- 
ship of a man who seems to want nothing more than to be a follower—a man deter- 
mined, it seems, to be run by the forces of his back-bench. 


And from all reports, that back-bench is proving to be a bit of a pain in the butt, 
demanding on the issue of same-sex marriage that Martin do not the right thing, but 
rather the expedient thing. Brison, for his part, seems to be betting that Martin, for 
all his determination to shrug off the role of leader in favour of what he sees as 
consensus, will have the strength to marshal the proposed legislation on gay marriage 
through Parliament undiminished, because the only way out is through the “notwith- 
standing” clause, which will earn them both a place in the history books—in the same 
chapter that deals with Japanese internment, Native residential schools and enforced 
sterilization, | suspect. 


In my quest to put myself inside of Mr. Brison’s head, I’ve gotten far enough that | 
can understand that he was motivated by a desire to do the right thing, both as a gay 
man and as a human being. What | can’t understand is how he could go to a party 
where doing the right thing is something one only does with a gun to one’s head. 


In the end, Brison’s choice may have been between getting stabbed in the chest... 
or stabbed in the back. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 
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Pride and prejudice 


By Roy Heale 


On reflection, 2003 certainly was a year of “swings and roundabouts” 
for the gay community, a story of milestones and millstones for us all. 
The most obvious of the milestones was the first giant leap forward 
for gay marriage in Canada, with “legitimate” same-sex unions gaining 
true recognition in the provinces of B.C. and Ontario. Of course, it 
remains to be seen how this issue will play out in the rest of our 
country, particularly for us here in Alberta. Doubtless, this will be a 
political football for our new prime minister, Paul Martin, who took 
over leadership of the federal Liberals on December |2. Recently, 
when federal Liberal MP David Kilgour, of Edmonton, said he feared 
that the legislation of gay marriage would leave the government no 
reason not to allow three people to get married and that“... it could 
lead to mothers marrying sons and all kinds of things,’ our then-future 
prime minister spoke up. Paul Martin quickly categorized these remarks as “unacceptable”, 
saying they “in no way reflect the values of our country, and certainly... [do] not reflect my 
values.” However, despite the fact that he said he would not appeal the Supreme Court's 
decision, just days before he took office Martin told the CBC that he was considering 
expanding the Supreme Court Reference to ask the court if he could choose an option other 

than giving same-sex couples access to 

. marriage itself. Given his willingness to waver 

© VU T L 4 S$ on this issue in such a short period of time, it 
ESTABLISHED 1997 will be interesting to see what lies ahead for 

Roy Heale | Canadian gays and lesbians under the Martin 

Kevin Persaud | regime, particularly since our new prime 
Michael Wright | minister seems quite willing to court the 
David Crosson | West—which may also include accepting some 
of the narrow-mindedness that comes with 
the territory. 
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The millstone of prejudice also appeared to be slung securely around the neck of Alliance 
Family Issues Critic Larry Spencer. Just as the year was drawing to a close, Spencer piped up 
with his opinion that homosexuality should be outlawed and that recent developments in 
Canadian society suggested some kind of gay conspiracy was afoot. Fortunately in this case, 
the Saskatchewan MP’s comments were so outrageous—even by Alliance standards—that 
party leader Stephen Harper stepped in to distance himself from the issue, going so far as to 
fire Spencer from his parliamentary post. Could this action be considered legitimate or was 
it just a savvy PR move made to “soften” the Alliance's image as the party merged with Peter 
MacKay’s Progressive Conservatives? Again, we'll have to see how matters unfold... 


Interestingly, it seemed that in 2003 most of the good things occurring in our country 
were being noticed south of the border. In the wake of Canada’s groundbreaking steps 
towards true equality, the Supreme Court of Massachusetts legalized same-sex marriage in 
their state. I'd like to think our country played at least a small part in terms of inspiration. 
Despite this historic ruling—one which is now difficult to undo—President George W. Bush 
stuck with an earlier statement he made when our own ruling was announced, saying that 
he would “work with congressional leaders and others to do what is legally necessary to 
defend the sanctity of marriage.” | don’t think there’s much point in waiting to see how that 
issue plays out, given Mr. Bush’s history with human rights, but it’s nice to see how “fairy tales” 
from north of the 49th can bring matters to the forefront. 


In fact, one such fairy tale did have a tangible effect on the U.S. in the last month in 2003, 
in the form of a new show on PrideVision television—our all-gay network (and, yes, another 
“first” for Canada). Shortly after Fairy Tale, the same-sex dating program, made its debut in 
November, the PBS’ venerable NewsHour with Jim Lehrer came to Toronto to tape a segment 
about the show. Rumour has it that Peter Jennings and ABC’s World News Tonight will soon 
follow. It is rare that any Canadian production could garner such attention south of the 
border, let alone a gay and lesbian dating show. It just goes to show that television is not 
really the “vast wasteland” former FCC Chairman Newton N. Minow said it was in 1961,and 
that “airing” your views really can do some good—or at least raise awareness. 


As we start a fresh calendar year, | encourage you all to air your views as much as possible 
when it comes to your status as a “full” Canadian. Pencil in a date to make contact with 
activists in your local community or with EGALE in Ottawa to show your support—this will 
be an important year to take action along with your friends. If we all make an effort not to 
sit on the sidelines, we can ensure the outcome at the end of 2004 is one of which we can 
all be proud. Let’s show the other countries in the world the way of the future. Happy New 
Year from everyone at Outlooks. W 


CALGARY CURRIE—MAKE YOUR 
VOICES HEARD 

At present, the Web vote numbers relating 
to same-sex marriage are woefully skewed 
in a negative direction on the website of 
MLA Jon Lord. The e-votes made by his 
constituents indicate that gay marriage is not 
supported by the residents of Calgary 
Currie—the area that encompasses 
Calgary's largest concentration of gay and 
lesbian voters. To voice your opinion, log on 
to www.jonlord.ca and click on the ‘Vote’ 
section. The question pertaining to same- 
sex nuptials can be found on the second 
page. Be sure to make your vote count, as 
Mr. Lord is one of the GLBT community's 
strongest supporters in the Klein 
government. Be sure to check for more 
information on this matter in the February 
2004 issue of Outlooks. 
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HOROSCOPE 48 


—= eae = 
LIVE THE 
Let's quickly close and lock the door on 2003 and cross the threshold into 2004. * =e _ 


Whew! Our new year will prove to be full of surprises as Uranus moves into intuitive GE 
Pisces after five years in Aqueerius while Jupiter and Pluto will posit in other mutable signs. \ band 
These planets will not let you rest on your laurels, so stand up and be counted. Will you J 
be a number one or number two? 


ARIES (MARCH 2! - APRIL 20) 


What do you think the planets will have in store for you in 2004? Let’s just see, gay 
Ram. Focus on your mental and spiritual health as Uranus, Pluto and Jupiter all plant their 
orbits in mutable signs. Life may drive you crazy with distractions, so find an excuse to 
relax and recharge in one long meditation to find your point of balance. But watch where 
you point that thing, buster! 

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Friends will be a grand source of surprises throughout 2004. Be prepared for a variety 
of high-powered social events that become more heated as the year progresses. Queer EAT e DRINK 
Bulls will become the one to know and gain private entry to all the well-known hot spots, 520 17th AVE SW 
Intimate relationships could tip you horns over hooves and transform you for better or 
worse. How bad can that be, loverbull? Ph.403.229.1986 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21!) 


Pink Twins will be unleashed in the corporate arena with a vengeance, thanks to explo- 


sive Uranus. 2004 could be the year that you hoist your flag on the corporate masthead. i : pe OPEN 2PM 10 20M 
But there will be more to life than your career, comrade—Pluto and Jupiter will demand : : £3 ae 
that you give due respect to partners and family. It’s lonely at the top without someone : ; ; : 3 FULL SERVICE BARS 


on the bottom to prop you up. ‘e “ : . ~ WEEKLY EVENTS 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) ee 
Undercurrents will have a way of channeling your small craft in the right direction ~ YEAR ROUND PATIO 


throughout 2004. Pink Crabs will float over the small rocks and through rapids on their ee ee ; : KKK VIDEOS 
expansive ideas and hard work, thanks to Uranus, Pluto and Jupiter connecting in mutable 
signs. Gain greater personal insight through travel and higher learning. Where will life lead 
you? It depends on where you want to go... 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


Uranus will glide into Pisces and proud Lions will get into all sorts of Wilde mischief. tS wee 
2004 will be your year to explore the Outer limits of your sexuality—anything and anyone i a 
can happen! Don’t be surprised if you wind up re-evaluating and tossing out long-held TG ONTOS BRIGINAL 
tenets and philosophies; there may be some experimental cubs who take things to LEATE R/DENIM oR iSE BAR 
extremes. How experimental are you? A57 CHURGH STREET - 418 413 1218. 
VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) : ree te 


2004 will bring more than the usual share of relationship ups and downs. Queer Virgins SCHEBULE/S+M INEG/PIES 


may find new and exciting elements to a particular partnership or may just decide to drop WWW BLACKEAGLETORO 


the entire affair and run amok through a barrage of lovers. Uranus, Pluto and Jupiter will 
have you weighing and balancing who you are with who they are. VVill you fall head over 
heels? We can only hope! 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


Explosive surprises will kaboom in the most mundane and boring areas of your life 
throughout 2004. This is simply Uranus teaching you the advantage of being flexible and 
open to change. At the same time, Jupiter and Pluto will pry open your Pandora’s Box of 
secrets and unleash all the sordid details. Is it true what they say about you, gay Libra? 
Anything would be an improvement. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Party-perfect proud Scorps can burn their candle at both ends throughout 2004, thanks 
to sparky Uranus. You will be the epicentre of any social event, but may have tendency to 
go overboard. Jupiter will deliver an adoring crowd and Pluto will have you spending to 
the hilt. By the time 2004 limps to an end, you may be a mere shell of a scorpion. Avoid 
nutcrackers... unless, of course, that is your thing. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Independent gay Archers usually struggle with ties that bind and gravitate to the fresh 
breeze of freedom. Uranus will rile you in 2004 to implement change before these ropes 
strangle you. Even now, you are beginning to tire of the same old routine in your career 
and yearn for a new look and proud new you; ready or not, change is afoot, sweetheart. 
Get ready to gallop—or at least trot. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Ever the careful and diplomatic politician, pink Caps will find 2004 a time to unfurl 
banners, release manifestoes and storm barricades for reform. There will be something 
empowering about your communication, especially when Jupiter broadcasts it globally and 


Pluto bulldozes the old landscape to reveal buried opportunities. Can you find the gem in le ‘ 
the trash? Do you want to?! Gay & Lesbian 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 
Aqueerians will find that a foo! and their money are soon parted—at least when Uranus My zs 
makes mincemeat out of their carefully constructed finances through 2004. You'll splurge e W ] r @ C i 0 n S 
on expensive, delicate trifles but your heart will become a bull in a china shop when you 


rampage through several fragile intimacies. Keep your eye on the bottom line and be sure 
that the price matches the quality. 
Dee a meet in a safe, protected environment 
Uranus will move into your own sign and put pizazz in anything new you do. So just ) S 
do it, Guppie! 2004 will be the year of change in your relationships and progress in your For more information or for meeting times 
career. Hard work will pay off, but only just so far—you'll also need nerve and pluck. This 
year, you will no longer sit by and let others grab the credit and the glory, so stop being a please contact us. 
pincushion for every backstabber! 
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© 2003 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For 
Entertainment Purposes Only. Cruise www.TheStarryEye.com for prescient <3 
horoscopes and insightful articles. Madam is the author of the highly acclaimed #206, 223- I 2 Ave SW ° Calgary AB ° T2R 0G9 
“HerScopes;A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians’’ from Simon & Schuster. This 
book would have won the Pulitzer had the voting not been rigged. www.gicsa.org 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Moving gaily forward 


By David Crosson 


At a New Year’s Eve party in Vancouver back in the 
early-’90s, | remember a friend telling me that his resolu- 
tion was to “find the butchier version” of himself and 
develop it in the year ahead. | actually knew then that 
the mission was doomed to failure, if only based on the 
fact that he used the term “butchier” to describe his 
ideal persona. | did not, however, point this out at the 
time because no one likes to have their resolution 
scoffed at while the bubbles are still ascending in their 
champagne flute. Besides, | hadn’t tinkled on that 
evening's parade of new non-smokers and workout 
enthusiasts, either, so it was only fair... 


| saw that same friend a few weeks after the event, 
swaggering down Davie Street in a reasonably convincing 
approximation of biker chic. It was rather like watching 
Meg Ryan trying to reinterpret the role Marlon Brando 
made famous in The Wild Bunch. After a brief exchange of small talk, my fey Fonzie confessed 
that he didn’t think he was “pulling it off quite right” and that his new, steel-toed engineer 
boots were giving him corns. Again, not wanting to be a dark cloud (Vancouver has plenty 
enough in the winter months, anyway) | gently suggested that my friend do what he thought 
was best for him, what made him happy and comfortable, rather than trying to fit into the 
masculine ideal that was currently in vogue. A month later | ran into him again, this time at 
a cocktail party; he was draped over the arm of a chair in a black crepe suit, smiling brightly 
and tossing out bon mots between sips of Cosmopolitan. When | inquired after his little 
social experiment, his reply was simple: “I’m not straight-looking or straight-acting. And 
anyone who can’t deal with that can piss right off?’ We drank a toast to the wisdom of his 
decision—a few too many, truth be told, but it certainly was a moment worth celebrating. 


If we are to believe all the hype that’s 
surrounding the “new gay renaissance”, it 
would appear that we are also experiencing a 
moment worthy of celebration right now. In 
December, Vanity Fair magazine ran an exten- 
sive article on “Television’s Gay Heat Wave”, 
and a recent e-story on Netscape.com 
claimed that Queer Eye for the Straight Guy 
(much maligned in some community circles) is 
having a profound effect on the lifestyle habits 
of die-hard hetero gents. “Metrosexual”—the 
term used to describe a magnificent beast that 
blends the best of gay sensibility with the 
reproductive staying power of straight male 
instinct—has even crept into the most 
conservative of vocabularies. Could it be that 
we are once again experiencing a legitimate 
stint on society's pedestal? Perhaps we have 
reached a point where, once again, it is consid- 
ered hip to be a homo, if not downright 
acceptable. | can’t help but wonder how much 
further ahead we would be if the spectre of 
AIDS hadn't sabotaged our previous ascension 
in the mid- to late-’70s, when we were in the 
vanguard of all that was considered “fabulous” 
in Hedonistic Western culture. 


choreography by Edouard Lock 
music by David Lang 


Jan 29. ' 


Jubilee Auditorium © 


Tickets available 

at Ticketmaster 
www.ticketmaster.ca | 
or charge by phone 
780.451.8000 


Of late, what has struck me most is the 
sense of democracy that has emerged in all 
aspects of our lives—even though the concept 
has been made a mockery in the world’s most 
vocal “democratic” state (sorry, | couldn't 
resist getting that one in). From fashion and 
interior design to religious faith and the re- 
evaluation of holiday traditions, the emphasis 
on what's right for the individual has never 
been stronger. For this reason | find it quite 
odd that there has been such a backlash within 
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the gay community about Queer Eye for the Straight Guy in general, and fashionista Carson 
Kressley in particular. I'll agree that he isn’t exactly the poster boy for the “Hey, Straight 
People, We're Just Like You” campaign, but who decided that he had to be? Allowing for 
some on-screen histrionics (after all, it is television and still meant to be entertaining) 
Carson Kressley is just being Carson Kressley. To me, it seems a bit knee-jerk for people 
to claim that the mere presence of the show’s resident fashion guru on network television 
is setting the gay equality movement back decades. Funny thing is, based on his confidence 
and bravado, Kressley was cited in the aforementioned Netscape article as one of the 
strongest current influences on straight men’s shopping habits. It’s been reported that, in 
the U.S., the Wednesdays following a Tuesday airing of the Bravo hit are becoming a big day 
in retail—and that many straight men are shopping in pairs with little concern that it makes 
them “look gay”. That sounds a bit more like progress than a setback to me... 


A few weeks prior to writing this column, | began a little experiment using as many 
online, print and telephone personal ads as | could find. The point was to see how many 
people were still using the term “straight-looking, straight-acting’” to describe themselves 
these days. The numbers were surprisingly low, | found, unless you counted the bisexuals 
who used the phrase as a kind of selling point. Overall, it was quite refreshing to see just 
how many people felt comfortable enough in their sexuality to take actual “ownership” of 
it, without feeling they had to rationalize it as something other than what it really was. This 
is not to say that men of this particular stripe were in short order, just that they apparently 
felt less of a need to make it their most prominent attribute. 


Now, lest anyone think I’m advocating a boost in the nelly ratio, let me assure you I’m 
not. What | am saying is, if your behaviour does run to the feminine, let it. Don’t try to 
change who you are or how you behave for the sake of pleasing someone else. Likewise, if 
as a gay man you come by the “straight-looking, straight-acting” thing honestly, acknowledge 
that this is just how you are. Don’t worry about what anyone else is up to—eyes on your 
own paper, please. And, if you fall somewhere between those extremes—as | suspect most 
of you do—be thankful that you live in a time that allows you the latitude to be who you 
are and proud of it regardless. 


I’m not sure if it’s the current cultural climate, but | must say that I’ve never been happier 
to be gay than right now. Then again, it may just be that I’ve been seeing a bit too much of 
Paris Hilton’s ass-crack lately... Either way, with a few more equality hurdles ahead of us, 
I'll take my enthusiasm wherever | can get it. Word has it that a little self-confidence and 
bravado can go a long way these days. Anyone care to join me inatoast? W 
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Monday to Saturday: 12 pm to 9 pm WW W. pric 99, Dy Gom 


Sunday: 12 pm to 6 pm 


“Camping” at Symons Valley 
A pair of rodeo revellers beat the 
heat—and the fashion police! 


a | : 
Women on Film 
Carly York Jones 
and Calgary ‘ 
anchorwoman Barb * 
Higgins at Cirque 
de Soleil. 


Being a Party to It All 
Colleen Clancy and SHARP 
Foundation Executive Director 
Penny Archer at the Calgary 
Cares fundraiser. 


I 


Royal Reminiscence 
Glen, Sean and Curtis at the Midnight Cafe 
reunion party. 


Smiles All Round 
(Clockwise from top) AIDS Calgary’s then- 
Executive Director Kevin Midbo, the Event Group’s 
Jim Button and show producer Jocelyn Flanagan at 
the Calgary Cares media launch. 


Tune Up 
Vocalist Rhonda Withnell 
performs with the Calgary 
Men’s Chorus. 


, Taking Steps 
* The 2003 walk was another successful move 
forward in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
QUALITY FINANCIAL 
LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
& BUSINESS SERVICES 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, 


NOT-FOR-PROFIT & OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING BUSINESSES 
IN THE HEALTH & FITNESS INDUSTRY 


www.akrpc.ca 
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Decade of Dust 
ARGRA celebrates ten great 
years of rodeo action. 


A Bird and Bee 
Boyztown’s Lady Bee 
(left) with captivating 
queen Mr. Devon 
Mills at the Priape 
opening. 


Calgary’s Apollo, Friends in Sport, 
= hosted yet another successful Western 
Cup Weekend, their | 1th annual. 


Enjoying a Good Flight 
Celebrating the Calgary Eagle’s first 
anniversary. 


Here, There, Everywhere a Pig- 
pig... 

Small Change...Big Changes Chair 
and co-creator Sherrie MacRae at 
the 2003 launch party with past 
committee member Michael Wright. 


ALL PHOTOS 
ON THIS PAGE The Picture of Pride 
BY OUTLOOKS Joshua and Craig at the 
STAFF GLCSA’s Impressions Art Show 


fundraiser. 


Safe & Sound 
After an exhaustive search, 


Loud & Proud 
Celebrating Calgary’s community at 


Lorrie’s kidnapped pig was the Pride Parade. 


returned safely home. 
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Voted #1 Fetish Shop In Alberta 
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; ou'll love it if you're naughty, youll love it if you're nice... 
| this show has something for everyone! 


, All-inclusive admission: $15 THE ard Ann ual 
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By Roy Heale 


On the. flight 
from Calgary, | 
knew that when 
the two musical 
entertainment 
channels featured 
Cher and Barbra 
Streisand singing 
their favourite 
hits, my vacation 
was going to be a 
festive one. Evidently United Airlines takes their gay marketing very seriously, unlike 
their Canadian counterparts! Primed by this musical boost, my arrival in Fort 
Lauderdale was a happy one, and | relished the gentle “summer” breeze that greeted 
me and took me away from a winter | felt had arrived far too early back home. 
Although this gay resort area is world-famous for its spring break festivities and 
parties, it is a wonderful retreat for snowbirds at anytime—particularly if those 
snowbirds sport rainbow plumage. The sandy beaches stretch for miles and the 
clear blue ocean offers an irresistible temptation. Better still, just a few blocks away 
from this ocean-side paradise you'll find enough “family” restaurants, cafés, bars, 
clubs, hotels and guesthouses to qualify it as a perfect must-see gay escape, be it 
vacation or honeymoon. 


The Venice of America—so called due to the canal network within the 
city—continues to be a magnet for gay travellers, thanks to scantily dressed men, the 
gay beach, first-rate accommodations and a very exciting nightlife. However, this is 

by no means a “ghettoized” 

resort—the gay community 

is spread out around the 

entire city and a car is 

almost essential if you want 

to roam around and see it 
2 all, or as much as the length 
of your stay will permit. 


Right in the heart of Fort 
Lauderdale is the city of 
Wilton Manors which, 
like West Hollywood, has 
a predominantly gay 
council and mayor, with 
an estimated sixty 
percent of its residents being gay or lesbian. This small suburb has rapidly become 
Fort Lauderdale’s primary gay. village, with over forty gay-owned businesses for 
shopping, dining and partying. In all likelihood, you'll want to stay by the beach and 
visit Wilton Manors frequently, as | did. 


One of The Venice of America’s 
many canals 


“| With an average year ‘round temperature in 
the seventy-five- to ninety-degree range, it is 
advisable to choose your accommodation 
from the many gay guesthouses and hotels in 
the beach zone for maximum enjoyment. 
With approximately twenty different choices 
just a few blocks from the beach, it’s easy to 
find a great place to suit your taste and 
budget. Most of the venues date back to the 
"50s and ’60s, but many have undergone 
extensive renovations in the last decade. 
Nearly all have pools and hot tubs 
surrounded by lush tropical gardens and patio 
areas to relax on and enjoy your stay. The 
Palm Plaza, the Deauville, Gigi’s Resort, the 
new Coconut Cove and the Coral Reef 
Guesthouse all offer moderately priced 
rooms with great amenities and are 
situated ina perfect location near 
the gay beach. At the Palm Plaza, 


Typical Floridian architecture at the 
Flamingo Inn Amongst The Flowers 
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you'll find spacious 
rooms with handy 
kitchenettes and a 
wonderfully lush 
tropical area around 
the heated swimming 
pool, just five minutes 
away from the gay 
beach at AIA Highway 
and Sebastian Street. 
A little further along 
is the Deauville, 
where all the 
rooms are pool- 
adjacent and the 


The pool and patio area of the 
aptly named Palm Plaza 


beach is just 
behind the property. For the more 
generous travel budget, Flamingo Inn 


Amongst The Flowers, The Grand Resort 
and Pineapple Point are a little more 
upscale, luxurious and conveniently located. 
Whichever one you choose will doubtless 
provide a friendly gay experience and a 
memorable vacation. 


Previously known as the premier leather 
town in Florida, Fort Lauderdale now boasts 
more than forty bars and clubs catering to 
a wide range of clientele. It’s obvious now 
that piano bars, dance clubs, cocktail 
lounges and an army of go-go dancers have 
joined the leather and Levi venues. The mix 
makes this a noteworthy Florida mecca for 
all kinds of gay fun. Opened in October 
2003, Dudes has already become a must- 
visit hotspot 
near the beach, 


The Deauville is within’ 2 blocks of the beach. 
Come sleep with us and enjoy our heated pool 
secludéd outdoor showe 


a : All the rooms at the Deauville are 
continued opposite situated poolside 


Vala 


954.568.5000 * 866.595.1522 * WWW.THEDEAUVILLEINN.COM * 2916 N OCEAN BLVD * FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 


FORT LAUDERDALE 
WEBSITES OF INTEREST 


www.palmplazaresort.com www.coliseumnightclub.com 
www.thedeauville.com www.sunny.org 
www.southfloridafun.com www.hotspotsmagazine.com 
www.dudesbar.com www.funmaps.com 
www.copaboy.com 


* Picture of paradise: Fort = 
Lauderdale’s gay beach area from previous with great live entertainment 
and a fantastic DJ to keep 

you going into the wee hours of the night. On one side, a piano bar that also 
features live jazz will keep you tapping your toes, while on the other, separate side, 
some of the hottest go-go dancers perform for your pleasure. In Wilton Manors, the 
choices include: Georgie’s Alibi, a video bar and cafe with a fabulous patio; and Boom, 
a destination for the early cocktail crowd, located just across the way. Late-night 
dancing is a few blocks away at the intimate Ramrod, a leather “institution” complete 
with an in-house leather shop. This is particularly handy for those last-minute outfit 
adjustments to help you feel completely at home. On the western edge of Wilton 
Manors is Boardwalk, with go-go dancers that entertain at two busy bars. The mega- 
renowned Copa _ and 


A member of Dudes’ go-go Coliseum are for the 
dancing welcoming committee really late-night dance 


fans and pack in huge 
crowds gyrating ‘til dawn. Both are 
located on the southern end of town near é 
the airport, just 100 yards apart. With -=——— See 
such a large choice of bars and clubs, 
there is something for everyone to enjoy 
from dusk through dawn in this prime 
party town. 


Dining out also proves to be a pleasant 
) experience for the Fort Lauderdale 
* visitor, with over thirty gay or gay-friendly 
restaurants, cafés and diners to choose 
from. Chardees, the grande dame of gay 
restaurants in the city, is definitely a place 
to put on your itinerary. The nearby 
Costello’s and Tropics will keep you enter- 
tained while you dine. Of course, 
Hamburger Mary’s is a Fort Lauderdale 
landmark and The Deck at the Bahama 
Hotel allows you to sit outside and enjoy 
the ocean view. Half the fun at mealtime 
will be finding the perfect place to suit 
your palate each day. Partaking in a decadent picnic on the beach is also a great way 
to enjoy the beauty of the city and surrounding area. 


If you have the time and energy for shopping, you won't be disappointed by Fort 
Lauderdale’s selection of retail offerings. Pride Factory, Bodygear, Gay Mart, Tops and 
Bottoms, Wicked Leather, WeRRU?, Inside Out Boutique, Fetish Factory and 
Hardwear are just a few of the many businesses waiting to serve you and serve you 
well. The stores are spread out around town and this can be a fun way to spend the 
day out in the car seeing the sights—particularly if the sun isn’t shining, 


Finding your way around is very easy if you pick up the Columbia Fun Map and 
Hot Spots!, both handy-sized references for everything that’s gay in this Florida 
beach paradise. If you're looking for down-to-earth gay men and women to share a 
good time with, looking to relax solo on a beach or even planning a honeymoon, 
then Fort Lauderdale is waiting to provide you with a special vacation at any time of 
the year. If | could turn back time—to quote Cher on the flight—l would have 
stayed longer in order to see, experience and enjoy more of this southern hotspot 
before returning home to the frozen north. W 
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vacation and is here to stay. 


Thankyou to the community for 
their continuing support of 
‘toys for Cots, Beswick Stockings 
and Food able id 


oR _ Sands ae Chapel Richmond = Funeral Chapel 
Ct (Wurncany” {Nanaimo} 
: 187 Trunk Road 

130 


Happy Hour Al it Day : s Phos a |” Phone: 604-746-5212 Phone: abea7a ea Phone: 250-753-2032 


_ Funeral Home 


nds Funeral Cape! Sands Funeral Chapel vany View 
_ (Colwood (Victoria) Funeral Home 
Coldstream Ionue 1803 Quadra Street 414660 72nd Avenue 
Victoria, BC. V8T 4B8 “Surrey,BC V3S 2E7 


1742 10th Ave. SW Calgary, Alberta 403-263. Ponertoa7ea8e1| Prone i50.S885155  Phmueb4 S008 


Say JOHN FAI ING LOUISE PITRE CTEPHEN SONDHEIM 


Book by 
presents SWEE NEY HUGH WHEELER 
Sung in English with English text 


projected above the stage 


Music performed by the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra 


Reef | January 31, 
CALGARY PHILHARMONIC X : aa a ay Ly a a 4° cc Jen aie February 4, 6 
et ‘Cte  &8,2004 


Jubilee Auditorium 


Call or visit 
Wea ASA Ticketmaster 777-0000 
crowsors: NeX@H S\N ‘ ; www.ticketmaster.ca 


CALGARY ze TTERALD 


a3 AL:GARY 
ven oe The Demon Barber of ee Sit (Oza 


14 January 2004 OUTLOOKS 


ce 
* Forward... March... Sing! 
- Members of the Rainbow 
Harmony Project at the Pride 
E Parade. 


Indigo Girl 
Kathleen at one of the colour- 
themed Pride fundraisers. 


Whipped, Not Stirred... 
Greg toasts Outlooks’ Winnipeg 
paparazzo. 


1 Can See My House! 
Rosey admires a photograph 
in the pride Art Show. 


D’oh—She’s 
Dear! 

Tracy gets into the 
spirit of a special 
Sound of Music 


7 ! 
My Hat’s Possessed! screening. 


Raphael hits a holiday 
high note. 


Bells are Ringin’ 
Drag King Carlos Las Vegas (on 
bended knee) proposes to her 

girlfriend, Liz, mid-performance. 


ALL 4 $ 
PHOTOS Cashing the rege ~ 
ON THIS came-sex marriage sf 
PAGE BY liz toa T. é 
BRENT Y. 


SA Sensible Proposition 
A Winnipeg youngster with a 
sign o’ the times. 


Setting the World Straight on Gay Marriage 
Adam (left) endorses same-sex nuptials to all who'll 
listen, 


Model-Spokesperson...? 
Tyra Boinks celebrates a 
Canadian institution. 


Proud Perch 
Glam guests at the Pride 
“Party in the Trees”. 


What a Handful 
Drag King Justin 
Timberlick performs. 


Winnipeg’s newest Emperor and 
Empress, Stephanie Barr-Lane 
and Tony Lane-Barr. 


“Crowning Around” 
PJ Vanderloo and Drew Bludd at 
Crowns & Gowns. 


Single? Met someone?... And still renting? 
Let me make your partnership more ‘domestic’! 


Nicoleta Kallo 


A Realtor with an Accent... on You 
A03+27 |sO600 


nkallo@cirrealtors.com 
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Trevor's psychic talent 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Gay psychic and Tarot card reader Trevor Thorkelson was born in 1964 and grew up in 
Winnipeg, the youngest of four brothers. He has been earning a living as a professional card 
reader since age eighteen and works out of a Main Street secondhand bookstore with the 
unlikely name of Black Letter Books and White Light Psychic Readings. 


“| grew up surrounded by eccentric aunts and humorous uncles,” he recalls. “There was 
always an interest in spirituality, symbolism and 
folklore in our family and my mother and an 
eccentric aunt often had their tea leaves read. 
Sometimes | joined them.” 


Thorkelson, known simply as Trevor to his 
clientele, thinks Winnipeg has a unique approach 
to matters psychic. “It’s a strong part of our 
culture, this interest in the paranormal and the 
future,” he says. “l expect our long, cold winters 
contribute to it, with people sitting ‘round trying 
to find something interesting to pass the time.” 


He thinks his sixth sense comes from his 
mother’s side of the family, a female line that loves 
stories and humour. He recalls his mother and 
aunt would often try to confuse their tealeaf 

readers by removing wedding rings or throwing out 
some false clue designed to test or mislead their psychic abilities. 


(fe fig 


_ Man of vision: Winnipeg psyehie 
Trevor Thorkelson 


The male side of his family tends to be very practical, though one of his brothers is an artist 
and very much into symbolism and spiritual themes. Another brother is in real estate in 
Calgary, while the other one is an executive in San Francisco. 


Thorkelson has struggled with many issues—including his orientation—and he believes life's 
journey is all about healing and understanding. He rejects the title of “fortune teller” and says 
much of his work is focused on relationships and helping people figure out the context of their 
life stories. “Subconsciously they often know a lot already, but they may not see how it all fits 
together and where it’s leading,” he says. “I do talk about future probabilities and | base that 
on reading the Tarot and seeing patterns in the cards. But | also rely a lot on impressions | 
get from a person. 


“| do not have all the answers about a person’s life or what will happen. In a way, I’m a bit 
like a librarian who knows the Dewey decimal system and can find things, but | haven’t read 
every book and can’t give every detail.” 


Thorkelson definitely thinks there is more interest in spiritual matters and knowing what's 
important in life since the terrorist attacks on New York. When he started his career in 1982, 
he knew and learned from some of the city’s best-known psychics, including the late Madam 
Red Davis and a man called Jack Gemini. 


When people come to him for a reading—which usually cost $25—they are ushered into 
his special reading room. He prefers they not tell him anything about themselves other than 
perhaps their birth sign. He also won't read for anyone younger than sixteen years old and 
requires parental permission for anyone under eighteen. Thorkelson doesn’t like to read for 
close friends, either, because his relationship might affect the objectivity of the reading. In 
addition, he doesn’t like to do a reading for the same person too frequently. 


He insists he is not an astrologer and he strongly avoids some areas such as diagnosing 
health problems. “I will discuss well-being with a client but not specific medical conditions, 
because | am not a diagnostician,” he says. 


Thorkelson says there are probably ten full-time psychic readers in Winnipeg and possibly 
around thirty who work at it part-time. “I'd say at least one person in three dabbles in it at 
some time, perhaps as a hobby,” he speculates. “But | also think everyone has an interest in 
the field, even if they're sceptical. | don’t mind sceptics, but | do mind cynics.” 


His clients come from all walks of life: gay and straight, male and female, rich and poor. “I 
have one woman in a big fur coat who lives in the ritzier end of town now, but she grew up 
in the North End close to where | operate from,” he says. “I also have a minister of religion, 
so we see all kinds of backgrounds.” 


He creates a safe, spiritual atmosphere in his reading room and says that allows people to 
relax and open up more. Sometimes he will get a strong impression from a single Tarot card, 
but more often, he will see patterns of meaning as a client shuffles and lays out the cards. 


Sudden impressions can flash into his mind without warning, so a sitting can veer in new 
directions and isn’t solely based on a reading of cards. He also allows clients to ask a series 
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of questions at the end of the session. 


“| don’t think most people are lost in life,’ he says. “Many of them are closing in on 
something they figured out for themselves and often they come for a reading as a kind of 
verification of something they suspected anyway.” 


His worst client—sent packing without a reading—was a no-nonsense businessman who 
arrived with a typed list of questions and demanded instant answers to them all. Psychic 
reading isn’t like reading a balance sheet. The right atmosphere has to be present for the 
forces to flow. 


For the future, Thorkelson expects Canada to become much more prominent on the world 
stage and he has no doubt that gay marriage will be here to stay, though in the U.S. he sees a 
mighty schism on that and other issues. He also thinks the next two years will be a very 
exciting time in the development of Winnipeg. 


He sees major changes and upheavals in our youth justice system as well. 


v 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 
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HAPPY 
NEW YEAR! 


1235 Davie St. at Bute 
Vancouver 

Ph. (604) 669-LUXY(5899) 
www.cafeluxy.com 


15th Anniversary 
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flowers inc 


we believe, we have 
great gifts for you... 
or someone 


fresh flowers - plants - orchids - pots 
vases - candles - cards - found objects 


floral arrangement classes 
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1332 davie street 
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Karaoke Daily at 5pm 
Sunday Night Sex Show with 
Mz. Adrien & Paige + Chicken Toss, 
Amateur Strip & Amateur Drag 
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: Retro Nights - Dance All Night Long 
nday + Special Shows - Cheep Cheep! 
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Mz. Adrien's & Friends 
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Friday Male Strippers 


9:30pm, 11pm, 12:30am & 2am 


2 Drag Shows 
Spm & 1ipm 


ROGEL DUFFERIR 


900 Seymour Street Vancouver British Columbia 604-683-4251 


Saturday 


and get into a bar. Pathetic, | know, but more useful in these circumstances than a BSc. 
REVIEW Armed with the knowledge of the vodka’s humble, nerdy origins and well aware of its 
ever-rising position on the “hip meter”, | decided to make Skyy my beverage of choice for 
the 2003 festive season. Besides, as an Absolut enthusiast in the ’80s and a Stoli supporter 
C lea ir is] ve Skyy in the’90s, | felt it was time to settle down and commit to something for the ’00s. Could 

Skyy fill this void in my life? Apparently the answer lay in the 2003 holiday season... 
By David Crosson Over the years, | have made a concerted effort to curb my revellry in the month of 
December, gradually cutting back from up to twelve parties per week to a more modest 
(and sensible) one or two. I’m not saying that this wisdom came with age by any stretch, 
it’s just that as you get older, participating in the madness of Christmas gets harder and 
harder when you attempt to do so in a pickled state. Also, at a time of the year when 


people burn more than their fair share of candles, it’s downright dangerous to walk 
around emitting aldehydes from your pores like some sort of boozy Airwick dispenser. 


| must admit that when promotional literature for Skyy Vodka arrived at the Outlooks 
offices for review consideration, it was the company’s “no hangover” claim that 
really caught my eye—an eye set into a cranium that had throbbed with © 
otherworldly pain on many previous occasions courtesy of self-indulgence. 
Now, | have always held a strong distaste for anything that smacked of snake- 
oil—as this certainly did—but given the fact that my version of “once bitten, 
twice shy” is “ten thousand hangovers, still remarkably stupid and unwary” | was 
willing to give it a try. 


As you read this, December has come and gone, along with its characteristic 
crowds, cinammon-scented potpourri, “tumbleweeds” of crumpled gift-wrap and, in 
my case, quite a few ounces of Skyy Vodka. True to its word, Skyy is an amazingly 
smooth premium vodka, whether enjoyed cold‘n’ neat over ice or mixed with God- 
and-grocer-knows-what. But hangover-free? Well, quite possibly. Me testing the 
limits of a vodka’s hangover factor is something akin to getting an obese man 
to eat box after box of Snackwell’s brownies in order to see if they help 
people lose weight. | must say, the mornings after nights | had designated 
as “Skyy’s the limit” ones were actually quite good, and | even greeted the 
dawn with a smile on my face. In fairness, | can’t really comment on the 
evenings “corrupted” by shooters, bourbon and the odd glass of wine, 
for no matter how dedicated | was, the holidays can—and do—bring 
with them a variety of “surprises”. 


It seems the foundation of Skyy’s claims is in the provenance of the vodka _ 
itself. Created by the skilled hand of inventor and chemist Maurice Kanbar, this 
not-so-potent potable’s secret is rooted securely in science—not to mention a 
lot of pre-market screwing about. According to the liquor’s manufacturer, 
adverse reactions such as headaches and hangovers are to be blamed on 
something called “congeners”, the naturally occurring impurities that 
result from the fermentation process of any distilled spirit. 


Chemist and vodka drinker Kanbar determined that, by reducing the 
quantity of congeners to minute amounts, he could create a smooth, silky 
vodka with significantly reduced negative effects on those who consumed 4 
it. Apparently Kanbar’s method involves four-column distillation, which ~ 
occurs under strictly controlled temperature conditions over several stages | 
of the process. Three-step filtration also contributes to the relative purity 
of Skyy, resulting in a spirit with no more than .0| grams of congener per 
litre. Other congener impurities, known as “fuse! oil” are completely 
removed from the product altogether in this system, which is actually based 
on traditional distilling methods. 


Though it was by no means scientific—or even organized—my little 
experiment was an interesting one. In hindsight | can say that, plain or 
citrus, this is truly one of the “cleanest” vodkas I’ve ever encountered, 
and certainly one of the gentlest in my (vast) experience. Even if 
you're not up for the hangover challenge—or, better still, in a position 
where that’s even a factor—Skyy is definitely a great candidate for the 
spirit of the next decade. Na zdorovia! W 

Taking an interest in science has never been a strong point of mine; drinking, 
on the other hand, has captivated me ever since | could fly under the “ID radar” 
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“with hip hop 


This Vancouver boy is 
planning on studying 
fashion next year in 
hopes of becoming a 
designer. In his spare 
time Sean likes to 


travel, draw and write. 


nice | 
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364 water st 


get fun, fun, funky 
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in the front 
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A HAPPY. 
HEALTHY. 
PROSPEROUS 
- AND, OF COURSE - 


www.F2%2.com LA e www.memPlayspace.com 


* maze - xxx videos » gym - hot tub - showers - 


+ slurp ramp + deluxe showers + sling rooms - 
- steam rooms - great sound system : clean - NEW YEAR » huge steam room - heated concrete floors - 
gym nights + buddy nights + dip & dash special - 


» in-room videos + superb sound system - 
- under 28 special - student rates available - TO ALL | » leather and denim crowd - raunchier side of hot 
{please ask us for details of specials) 


Mon-Fri 


PLEASE REMEMBER Bie ae ia PLEASE REMEME 
TO PLAY SAFELY maT LOCATIONS ONLY TO PLAY SAFELY. 


F212 and M2M proudly sponsor these community organizations: 


The Cutting Edges (gay hockey) * Vancouver Gay Volleyball * West End Softball + Out for Kicks (soccer) - 
* Wings Housing Society * The Vancouver Friends for Life Society * A Loving Spoonful * Gay Bingo (at the Odyssey) 


Rapture - the Vancouver Pride Parties « 
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Much accomplished... 
much more to do... 
she needs your help. 


Proven leadership...fresh new ideas. 


v Experienced - 10 years as your Member of Parliament 


Y Proven support for issues that are important to Vancouver-Centre residents including equality for gay, 
lesbian & transgendered people 


1220 - 736 
GRANVILLE STREET 


ZO=-4P00r EmzZ OZPIB 


Y Strong working relationships with the municipal government, community activists & the business 
community 


Y¥ Strong working relationship with Prime Minister Paul Martin & the Liberal team 


We still have work to do: 

¥ Ensure Government is more ethical & accountable to you 

Y¥ Utilize the strong working relationship with the municipal government to implement workable, cost 
effective solutions to deal with transit, affordable housing, crime & economic development 

¥ Asa physician | will continue to work to ensure our publicly funded healthcare system is there for our 
children 


¥ Work to end Western alienation through practical ideas that will empower BC 


We can deal with these challenges, but | need your help. 
"Hedy has always been someone we can count on to carry issues forward, who wouldn't compromise about wae 
issues of race, equality, sexual orientation. Things she not only believes in ‘in principle’, but also believes in LAW Y E e S 
from the heart.” 
John Fisher, former Executive Director of EGALE. 
Phone 604.687.8752 Toll Free 1.888.442.9529 Fax 604.687.7686 email dfce@imag.net 


| want to be part of Hedy Fry's team... info@hedyfry.com or call us at 604.633.1311 Suite 620 - 1033 Davie Street, Vancouver, British Columbia VOE 1M7 
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PELAGIA ied 1012 Mainland Street 
airbrush tanning & oxygen bar MAINLAND ST. | YALETOWN | VANCOUVER Vancouver, B.C, V6B 214 
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422 DAVIE ST. « 604.688.4441 + WWW.PELAGIA.CA 604-685-9696 www. intra-venus. com | F: 604.669.0388 | "| 39 SMITHE ST - 604 682 7389 
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FINANCE =) 
Gay dough 


By Gerard MacMullin 


Welcome to January—frigid weather, an avalanche of Christmas bills and half-hearted 
resolutions to do better financially. Who can be blamed for putting off a feared financial 
makeover, faced with a heavyweight debt load and a puny paycheque? 


“It’s not really the size that matters,” says Ed Lee, of Canada Financial in Vancouver, “it’s what 
you do with it” 


If youre discouraged by modest earnings, remember that high income earners can get in 
trouble just as easily with large debts, car payments and a huge mortgage.With a little planning, 
anyone can achieve a strong a financial position over time. Most people reach that goal only 
when they decide that they can, in fact, control their own economic destiny, and stop looking 
for a quick fix in late night infomercials, e-mail chain 
letters, or 6-49 tickets. Lee identifies the important 
factors as budgeting, use of credit and planning for 
risk. 

He also notes that, when it comes to money 
matters, there’s not much difference between his gay 
clients and his straight ones. 


“My straight clients have kids and families, and a lot 
of the responsibilities. A lot of the gay men | deal with 
are in a relationship but their needs and wants are 
different,’ he says. “They have to make sure their 
greatest asset is taken care of, and that is their ability 
to earn money.’ 


Lee says the baseline of any financial pyramid 
should be regular savings. “Discipline is really 
easiest one step at a time,” he says, adding that a 
payroll deduction of fifty to a hundred dollars a 
month is a good start, and probably won't be 

missed. Many financial institutions will set up savings plans based on as little as twenty-five 

dollars a month. 


Vancouver financial planner Ed Lee 


Savings don’t mean depriving yourself of extra dollars; on the contrary, savings can work for 
you. Besides growing over time, money invested in a registered retirement savings plan can 
mean extra cash in your pocket at tax time. Canadians can contribute up to eighteen percent 
of their earned income to an RSP, to a maximum of $13,500 annually. 


“You're saving in two ways: you're lowering your taxable income—and maybe getting a bit 


of a tax return on top of that—as well as utilizing your dollar wisely,’ Lee says. 


And you don’t have to wait until retirement to tap into the cash. If you decide to buy a 
home you can borrow from the funds accumulating tax-free in your RSP. 


“A lot of gay men are thinking they want to have their own condo. They don’t realize that 
by putting money aside in an RSP over time [they] are really saving for a home because [they] 
can use [their] RSP as a downpayment,” Lee says. “It really does double duty.” 


Potential homebuyers will need to build savings, reduce debt and pay attention to their 
credit reports. The tough advice from Lee: if you can’t pay cash, don’t buy it. “Wait until you 
have enough money, because credit cards [have a] very high rate of interest, which you can 
avoid if you just take care with your spending.” 


Escape financing charges—which run as high as twenty-four percent—by paying off your 
balance each month. That’s what fifty-five percent of Canadian credit card holders regularly do. 
Forget premium cards with high annual fees and go for a low-interest no-frills account. Beware 
of those low introductory rates—they’re temporary. And don’t be fooled by “pre-approval” 
offers—they’re just a marketing ploy. Every time you respond you give card issuers permission 
to run a credit check, and that reflects negatively on you. 


“Every time you apply for a credit card there is a credit bureau search and every credit 
bureau search means that you'll be looked on as a little more of a risk,’ Lee says. 


Canada’s two credit bureaus, Equifax and Trans Union, assess creditworthiness with seven- 
year histories of how consumers repay debt, and how often they apply for more credit. They 
are required to provide you with a free copy of your credit report upon request. Consumers 
are also permitted to make an entry of up to 100 words on their own credit bureau. You might 
want to do that, for example, if your credit bureau has been negatively impacted by illness or 
unemployment. ‘ 


“The credit bureau is really something that you have to take care of... make sure you have 
a very clean credit record,” Lee advises. 


Consider keeping just one credit card and one standard chequing account. Many people 
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they paid in interest, service charges, transaction and membership fees, they might be able to 
free as much as $100 or more a month for savings. 
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With a job, a savings plan and a clean credit bureau, any financial institution will be eager to 
consider you for a mortgage. A downpayment for first-time homebuyer is as little as five 
percent, and with mortgage rates at historic lows, home ownership is a possibility for more 
and more people. 


But Lee cautions homebuyers to proceed slowly and carefully. What looks great today may 
not be so appealing in five years. “What if the interest rates were to jump up, or double? Can 
| still afford my mortgage?” he asks. “This is the fallacy right now. People are jumping into the 
housing arena—it’s a good idea to use the low interest rates—but they have to be careful, 
especially with very little down. If the interest rate goes up, can they maintain their payments?” 


Lee says with HIV still an issue in the gay community, people might also think of investing 
in some form of income or disability protection. 


“With a wife and a husband there’s always two people there, and with some gay couples 
that also works. But in most cases with single gay men | always say make sure that youre 
covered, and if you should get ill, you need to have a way to continue to earn money.” 


Lee says if you want to be ahead when next January rolls around, forget the lottery tickets 
and put your money in an RSP. It may not be as glamourous as a shot at the big one, but it’s 
a million times more reliable. 


For more information on how to better manage or maximize your finances, log on to 
Industry Canada’s site at http://strategis.ic.gc.ca (click on consumer links) or visit the 
Canadian Bankers Association online at www.yourmoney.cba.cal  W 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in Vancouver’s West End. 
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Flaunt It! 
. NDP MLAs Syend Robinson and Libby 
Davies out to show their support for 
Vancouver's silver anniversary Pride. 


Municipal-Provincial 
Summit? 

His Worship The Mayor, Larry 
Campbell (left), “gets some 
sugar’ from Vancouver-Burrard 
MILA Lorne Mayencourt at the 
Dine With Pride fundraiser. 


4 a 


Queen of the West (End) 
West End Idol fll winner Julie Melanie. 


_ We're 


Where’s a 4 Rooting for 
Penthouse Ya! 
Photographer An anti-anti 
When You "= same-sex 
Need One?! ALL PHOTOS === marriage 
Mandy and ON THIS PAGE protester tells it 
Carlotta get into BY BARRY like it is. 

some girl-on-Gurl PIERSDORFF 


action at the first 
anniversary of 
Diva Inc. 


Feathers ‘n’ Finery 
Chief Stormy Sunshine 
and Princess Katrina 
Wildfyre at the Breaking § 
of the Bannock. 
ceremony. 


Is this a 
Disney 
Boatniks 
Remake? 

i James Steck 
and Barb 
Snelgrove on 
the Pride 
Cruisey-T 
excursion. 


Smith & Hughes, 


We Love Our Dentists! 


Bill Monroe (left) and Angus Praught Lawyers 


flash their signature smiles. 


Hush Up and Hold Still 
Vancouver Centre MP Hedy Fry and 
Vancouver City councillor Tim Stevenson 
pitch in at the Haircuts Cops Bicycle 
Tour event. 


102 - 4088 Cambie Street 
Vancouver,BC V5Z 2X8 
Tel. 604-683-4176 
Fax. 604-683-2621 


VANCOUVER 


Titles and Titties 
2003 was another great 
year for the city’s ever- 
expanding leather 
community. 


_ Buck-Nekkiding the System 
z Enjoying life “al fresco” at Shadow Falls. 


Sceptre Envy? 
Vancouver's newest 
Emperor and 
Empress, Michelle 
Dorial and Little 
Joe. 


This Put You 
Into a New 
“Ax” Bracket? 
Barney brandishes 
his “edge to win” 
in the Paul Bunyan 
look-a-like contest. 


Definitely a “Hat” Occasion 
Lorne Mayencourt was on hand 
to present Joan-E with the x 


Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal. www.smith-hughes.com 


» Leath-a-Rama 
Titleholders Brent and Pat take a walk 
| together at Coronation 2003. 
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By Pat Johnson 


++ Omigod—here come the Valley 
Girls! Dreamweaver Productions has a 
plan for people who want to keep partying 
after New Year’s (or, they say, for those who 
couldn't afford the cover at some of those 
wild December 31 shindigs.) On January 3, 
a Dance for Women of the Valley, featuring DJ Susan Y, takes place at the Royal Canadian 
Legion in Aldergrove (26607 Fraser Hwy.) Singles meet-and-greet from 8 to 9 p.m. and 
everyone is welcome after 9.Tix are $10 advance, $15 at the door. Call (604) 514-3549 
or (604) 857-7702 or e-mail djsusandyeager@hotmail.com for info. They've got a 
Valentine’s Day event in the works, too. 


++ Snow job Aficionados of such things (I’m sure | wouldn’t know) say the 
snow on Whistler’s downhills is tops this year. All the powder one would want, say 
organizers of the Altitude Twelve, Out on the Slopes’ annual gayfest on the hills. Events 
take place February | to 9.1 was up for last year’s shenanigans and the memories are, 
well, fresh. You might want to check out www.outontheslopes.com for more. 


++ Politics 10! Politics is popping, with a federal election expected in the spring 
and big changes likely as every party goes into the race with a new leader—and at least 
one whole new (or, at least, recycled) party created from the remnants of the Alliance 
and PCs. Hedy Fry is having a fight to hold her Liberal nomination in Vancouver Centre 
against former city councillor Lynne Kennedy. Others are expected to join the battle. 
Over on the NDP side, Mary-Woo Sims, an “out” former provincial human rights 
commissioner, is aiming to run in Vancouver-Kingsway. Meanwhile, word from Paul 
Martin is that we need more talk on the gay marriage issue, which should ring bells for 
our community. But on the “too much action, not enough talk” front, New Brunswick 
MP Andy Scott is recovering from an attack by a fundie constituent who beat up the 
Liberal politician in his office because of Scott’s support for equal marriage. No 
surprise, really—when religious zealots lose the public relations war, they tend to 
revert to violence, as demonstrated by a number of dead or wounded abortion service 
providers in the last few years. Speaking of extremism... the Canadian Alliance “family 
issues” critic Larry Spencer lost his posting when he mooted that homosexuality 
should be outlawed: “Let’s just say if ... anybody that used Colgate toothpaste, their life 
expectancy was lowered by ten, fifteen years... What do you think would happen to 


Upcoming Events: 


January 2004 English Bay Swim Club Fundraising Calendar 


The English Bay Swim Club is raising $5000.00 towards the Vancouver Aquatic Centre 
through calendar sales. Pick up your copy at Little Sisters for only $12. 


January 17 u i iety—Introduction of Mr., Ms 


Buddy's. $3 donations at the door. Event starts at 9:00pm. Funds raised to the Out 


In Surrey Rainbow. 


January 31 | Gay P.: 


Days Hotel Ballroom. Tickets $15. Funds raised to the Out In Surrey Rainbow. 


Society. 


Thanks to the Vancouver Community for your support! 


To pre-promote your fundraiser or report on monies raised 
in the next issue of Outlooks Vancouver email: main@outlooks.ca 


or fax info toll free to 1-877-885-6657 


Colgate toothpaste? It would be outlawed. Well, we know that’s what happens to men 
living a gay lifestyle”’” Colgate? Watergate? Anybody sensing a big ol’ cover-up? BTW, 
why not round up all the cancer folks and put them in jail while we're at it? In other 
news, stupidity remains completely legal in Canada. 


+ Wedded bliss But back to happier thoughts: an interesting nuptial occurred 
in a Robson Street hotel in November. Two Los Angeles men were married in a tradi- 
tional Jewish ceremony led by local Rabbi David Mivasair, a longtime and outspoken 
friend of the GLBT community. For the grooms, Don Goor and Evan Kent, the 
ceremony had a tinge of the familiar, since they have officiated at a few such ceremonies 
themselves. Goor is a rabbi and Kent is a cantor (the synagogue official who leads the 
singing of prayers) at two SoCal synagogues. The officiating rabbi told me how moved 
he was to be part of the wedding: “I feel like | am part of an agent for God’s will being 
done,” said Mivasair, who leads the small but vibrant Ahavat Olam congregation in 
town. “It’s tikkun olam [Repair of the world]. Bringing together holy sparks, little 
fragments of the divine presence in the world, that have been separate and they are 
meant to be together and I’ve been very privileged to be a catalyst or agent in the 
process. | feel the same way when it’s a man and a woman, but legal recognition of 
same-sex marriage has been waiting to happen for a long time.” Amen! 


4+ The year ahead The new year means new day planners, so as you update 
your gay agenda, remember a few biggies taking place in town this year: The Dogwood 
Monarchist Society celebrates Coronation 2004: A Night at the Carnivale, March 13 
(check out www.dmsvan.com). Vancouver is host city for the International Gay and 
Lesbian Travel Association this year—a major international confab that will position this 
city as a must-see on the queer map. (May | 3-16) 


++ 


Stumbling in A friend tells me: “These 4 a.m. bar closings are killing me,” 


referring to the city’s experiment in allowing later-night service. “The noise?” | ask. 
“No,” came the response, “I just never get to bed before 5.” For the party animals, the 
late-nights are a boon and fulfillment of a promise from city hall to make the place 
more fun. For me, 4 a.m. is a time for counting sheep not Counting Crows, but kudos 
to my pals at 12th and Cambie for standing by their promise to enliven city life. Still, I'd 
love to see a study of the effects of pushing desperation hour back by |20 minutes. If 


Monies Raised Last Month: 


Homo’s -a-Carolin’ is pleased to announce two $1000 donations 
each to a Loving Spoonful and The Greater Vancouver Food Bank. 


Live By Request has raised $400 benefitting A Loving Spoonful. 


iss Gar r 
Out In Surrey Rainbow Society presented a cheque for $1622 
to the South Fraser Community Services in support of the 


Christmas Hamper Fund. 
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Escaping << 
the January ps 4s 
ye 


By Josh Murray 


The annual holiday season is one that presents us with many precious gifts: the 
shopping pressure, a chaotic schedule and, of course, that dreaded but somehow 
inescapable New Year’s hangover. It’s ironic now that, as a country, we run ourselves so 
ragged each year many of us need a holiday just to recover from the holiday. January 
often brings with it hefty increases in credit card bills and a decrease in disposable 
income. However, if you’re situated on or near the west coast of British Columbia, a 
number of simple weekend getaways offer both invigorating and relaxing retreats to 
comfort the holiday-weary soul, all without stealing the last few pennies left in your 
pocket. 


WHISTLER, B.C 


Whistler/Blackcomb is about as well-kept a secret as Elton John’s sexuality. The 
resort area has been 
growing at an incred- 


ible pace now for 
decades and, with the 
2010 Olympics 
looming on the 


horizon, the plans for 
expansion are 
certainly not slowing. 
| Amid the promising ski 
conditions of the 
_ winter months, it’s not 
hard to find activities 
to occupy your time in 
Whistler; both 
downhill skiing and cross-county 
trails are world-renowned, and 
for good reason. But the real dilemma for many travellers is where to stay now that 
options are plentiful—and rarely affordable. 


== Whistler: Vancouver’s closest—and most 
chic—getaway vacation spot 


If you’re able to gather a group of friends, log onto www.ownerdirect.com prior 
to your excursion to secure a condominium, cabin or house for your stay. Shared 
accommodations have become a budget-friendly consideration for even the most 
affluent traveller. 


If you're sick of rooming with others, escape to a luxury hotel in Whistler to be 
pampered in a regal fashion. The Westin Whistler Resort and Spa offers small but well- 
appointed all-suite rooms. The hotel features a luxurious indoor/outdoor pool and was 
voted the number-one ski resort hotel in North America by last year’s prestigious 
Condé Nast poll, so it certainly isn’t hurting in the accolade department. Nestled at 
the very foot of the mountain, the location is a brilliant winter site when dusted with 
snow. 


For dinner, stroll just steps away to Il Caminetto di Umberto for a sumptuous Italian 
meal. Recently renovated, the restaurant offers traditional cuisine described as “home- 
style” cooking. For a slightly more reasonable choice, Trattoria di Umberto is situated 
in the Mountainside Lodge around the corner. Trattoria is more casual and less expen- 
sive but also offers fine Italian fare. 


As Whistler has grown, the village itself has followed up on existing success with a 
“sequel” of sorts, known as the Upper Village. It boasts a number of savoury flavours 
and delicacies for the discerning palate. The highly-acclaimed Fairmont Chateau 
Whistler features a weekend breakfast buffet at The Wildflower that provides diners 
with almost any morning fare they could hope for, complete with a quaint garden view. 
Monk’s Grill down the walk features a menu similar to sister restaurant Monk 
McQueen’s on Vancouver’s inner harbour. The restaurant has an extensive—and 
impressive—cocktail list, as well as seafood dishes that are both unique and intriguing. 


Regardless of where you're headed upon your arrival, keep in mind the drive up may 
be challenging; aside from the usual heavy winter traffic, the road is under major 
construction and may provide added delays over the next year. 
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If you have too much trouble heading north then why not try a retreat in the opposite 
direction? The Canadian dollar is stronger now than it has been in years, which makes a 
venture down to the United States a little less daunting than before. Not a bargain, to be 
sure, but a more “comfortable” prospect nonetheless. Seattle, dubbed “The Emerald 
City”, is a terrific cosmopolitan getaway that embraces a thriving nightlife, active lifestyles 
and exceptional local cuisine. 


Although statistics say that sixty percent of Americans are be obese, a trip here will 
confirm that they don’t live here! In fact, Men’s Fitness listed Seattle as the second “fittest” 
city in its annual ranking in 2003, just slightly behind list-champion Honolulu. Citizens of 
Washington State’s largest town use the moderate climate to their advantage and 
Discovery Park is one of the best examples. The 
sprawling 534-acre parkland is located in Magnolia, 
one of Seattle’s more affluent neighbourhoods 
(portions of 1992’s The Hand that Rocks the Cradle 
were filmed here). It is not only the largest park in 
Seattle-proper but it provides breathtaking views of 
Puget Sound and both the Cascade and Olympic 
mountain ranges that surround the area. 


If hiking works up an appetite, the city of Seattle 
has no shortage of fine restaurants to tempt the 
hungry traveller. Toi, in the heart of the city’s 
downtown, is an incredibly trendy Thai eatery that 
features a hip, upscale bar and creative dishes. The 
restaurant can be extremely busy on the weekends 
and has been often commended as much for its 
beautiful fan-base as for its unique menu. 


On the other side of the American coin, The 
Kingfish Café tries its absolute best to be anything 
but trendy. Down-home goodness is the only 
thing on the menu at this 19th Avenue eatery January blues “needling” you? 
and its simple, Southern attitude and generous Whatever it is, Seattle offers a cure... 
portions have resulted in lines that often run 
out the door and down the street. Soul food is on the menu and, when they say soul 
food, they mean soul food. Fried green tomatoes, gumbo and homemade macaroni and 
cheese are crowd favourites. Come prepared and come early—the restaurant only 
accepts cash or cheques and lines form by six o’clock every night except Sunday (they 
only serve lunch on “God’s day”). 


If you’ve hiked and dined and would like to “wash it all down”, evening drinks are always 
an option. If Vancouver's huge gay population stays in on most Saturday nights, then the 
“family” down in Seattle more than makes up for it. The number of gay bars in town is 
impressive and a handful of them have been around for years. 


The lesbian mainstay The Wild Rose is never sparsely populated and renowned leather 
‘n’ Levi chain, The Eagle, has a Seattle location. R Place, once a frequent party-spot for 
cast members of the Seattle season of MTV’s hit The Real World, has now been claimed by 
fans of R&B and hip-hop on the weekends. 


ManRay, Seattle’s most aesthetically pleasing gay bar, is all about S&M—stand and 
model, that is. Often envied for its beautiful, well-off clientele, the video bar even held 
bragging rights to a full pictorial in Interior Design shortly after it opened. On the 
weekends lines form early, while the ever-changing wall 
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from previous colours add further energy to the already captivating videos 
playing in every corner. 

For dancing later on, the crowd heads to The Cuff. Once solely for the leather crowd, 
the bar has undergone a series of successful renovations that has only helped to expand its 
following and increase its revenues. Particularly packed is Sunday’s Beer Bust, during which 
a dollar will get you a cold one. Even factoring in the exchange rate, there’s no arguing that 
deal. 


If you need a deal in lodgings as well, check www.seattlesupersaver.com. Recently 
set up by the Seattle Visitors Bureau, it offers exceptional prices on a number of top hotels. 


PORTLAND, OR 


If you've already spent time in the original home 
of grunge, head further south. Portland, the city of 
bridges, offers a surprisingly lively gay community 
considering the city’s comparatively small size. 


The “Pear! District” is the centre of it all. Great |f 
hotel options and the best shopping the city has to 
offer are all within footsteps. 


The Mark Spencer is situated in the You'll like it both ways—the Mark Spencer's 
midst of all the fun and provides some rooftop terrace by day and by night 
of the city’s most reasonable accom- 5 
modation. This boutique-style hotel offers guests a 
central location, full kitchens and a_ beautiful 
rooftop garden. The business is also a proud 
supporter of the city’s arts community and often 
hosts visiting performers, musicians and theatre 
companies. 


A little higher up the ladder is the luxury of the 
Paramount Portland. Owned and operated by 
Coast Hotels, the fifteen-story building follows 
European style with its elegant décor and the location couldn't be better. If you're planning 
for a bit of Valentine intrigue, upgrade to the hotel’s romance package, which offers choco- 
late-covered cherries, fresh roses, specialty bath products and a king-size room. 


Once you leave your hotel, venture out to the heart of the city—a laid-back, almost 
peaceful charm exists even in the downtown core. On Saturdays, artisans and craftspeople 
alike come together for the city’s Saturday Market. For over twenty-five years now this, the 
largest outdoor arts and craft market in continuous operation in the “United States. has 
provided treasures and trinkets to anyone who can find their way under the Burnside 
Bridge. As well, the market has expanded to Sundays now to suit demand. 


Despite this shopping boon, | should mention that indoor shopping in Portland is also 
worth checking out. It’s not often that a store rates among a city’s most important attrac- 
tions, but Portland-based Powell’s is billed as “the world’s largest new and used bookstore” 
and it’s not hard to believe. Anyone without a good sense of time could lose themselves 
for days in the stacks of literary treasures. 


If you do manage to pull yourself from the tomes, pull up a chair at Lucy's Table. Named 
after a gift left by a memorable grandmother, the stylish restaurant offers delectable dining 
and superb wines on the corner of 2! st and Irving. Proprietors Peter and Kelly Kost contin- 
ually deliver a fine dining experience with relaxed charm. While the menu can make visitors 
‘ooh’ and ‘ahh’, the venue lacks any air of pretension. And if you leave without trying their 
appetizer sampler, you’ve missed out on the best part. 


After dinner, head to Boxxes. A video bar known for its ridiculously inexpensive drinks, 
Boxxes is connected with two other hot spots, The Brig and Panorama. For one cover 
charge, party-goers can weave in and out of the three establishments all night. Panorama is 
Portland’s largest dance club and remains open and particularly busy until the wee hours. 


One block down is a fire marshal’s worst nightmare—the over-crowded and never- 
boring Silverado, which features friendly bartenders and male strippers. And for more 
“exotic” action, Three Sisters is the city’s most entertaining spot. For three dollars, you can 
be titillated by fantasies of frisky firemen and charismatic cowboys. Your girlfriends may 
want to wait outside, though, as women are charged an exorbitant cover of ten U.S. dollars. 


With only short drives standing in the way, trips to Whistler, Seattle and Portland are 
terrific alternatives to another boring weekend at home. If Santa was nice enough to leave 
a little extra cash in your stocking last month, put it towards taking a quick journey to 
rejuvenate after the hectic holiday season. These three getaways won't leave bills that haunt 
you until the bells of next Christmas start ringing in your ears. W 


Josh Murray is a Vancouver-based writer, ad exec. and all-around good time. For more log 
onto www.joshmurray.ca 
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By Gerard MacMullin 


Vancouver’s gay friendly West End is at a crossroads. Streets traditionally associated 
with urban gay men, are suddenly synonymous with sleeping bags, mounds of litter, 
tattered posters and pervasive graffiti. Open drug sales have becorne commonplace, and 
with the dealers have come the addicts, many of them homeless or mentally ill. Residents 
and business owners in the West End are concerned that the area is on a downhill slide, 
and many are referring to the trend as a crime wave. The euphemism may be a politically 
correct way to describe what’s happening, but a simple check of statistics from the 
Vancouver Police Department shows it’s inaccurate and untrue. Crime rates are largely 
steady. 


What's happening in the West End is urban decay, and it’s starkly visible in an area with 
property values and rents among the highest in North America. The West End is a densely 
populated peninsula bordered on three sides by beaches and tipped by Stanley Park’s 
thousand acres of lush greenery. Although it is home to senior citizens, working people 
and students, it is most strongly associated with the gay men who’ve settled here from all 
across the country. 


The West End is famous for its breathtaking ocean and mountain views, its tree-lined 
streets, and its neighbourhood feel. It’s a major reason Vancouver consistently tops inter- 
national lists as the world’s most livable city. 


But all that is changing. 


Each morning before seven, the dumpster divers begin to stir, the sidewalk shopping 
carts begin to clatter, and jostling begins for the prime panhandling spots. People enroute 
to work are already being greeted—for the first of dozens of times each day—with the 
beggar’s mantra. “Spare change” has become more an assertion than a question, lobbed 
at passersby with an equal measure of anger and hopelessness. A spot near my building 
is usually occupied by.a healthy-looking youth with red hair. Some days he’s replaced by 
an emaciated heroin addict who sits cross-legged on the sidewalk and quietly stares at his 
upturned hat for hours. Lately, it’s been tall man with stringy, shoulder length gray hair 
and a long, dirty coat, who thrusts his hands into his pockets and rocks back and forth, 
incessantly. 


Dozens of others sell odds and ends—chipped knick-knacks, stained lampshades and 
even used clothing—right off the sidewalk. In your clothes dryer this morning, on the 
street this afternoon, goes the joke. Most days the three blocks from Nelson Park to 
Davie Street resemble the scene of a garbage truck accident. As quickly as police clear 
the mess, the street merchants are back. 


Then there are the drugs. An influx of users and dealers became apparent when police 
started a crackdown on the eastside. It’s become so prevalent that local MLA Lorne 
Mayencourt says “young children are now exposed every day to squatters, drug dealers, 
dirty syringes, broken glass and used condoms.” 


He says local residents are “at their wits’ end,” with the open drug trade. “There are 
increased incidences of [Nelson] park dwellers hopped up on crystal-meth and crack,” 
Mayencourt said in a recent release, “There is a real danger of children coming in contact 
with used needles. | don’t think we can wait on this issue. We need to intervene.” 


The Liberal MLA says that more police patrols are needed, and he wants crown prose- 
cutors to lay more charges. He’s proposed a bubble zone around Lord Robert's School 
in Nelson Park where there would be a zero tolerance for criminal activity and tougher 
sentences for those convicted. Mayencourt has also called for a new law to deal with 
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aggressive panhandlers, beefed up trespass laws and better enforcement of existing bylaws 
by the city of Vancouver. 


His proposals have not found support from Vancouver's left-leaning city council which 
sees them as heavyhanded and mean-spirited. Council blames much of the problem on 
the policies of Mayencourt’s restraint-minded provincial government. 


Vancouver City Councillor Tim Stevenson says the province should keep its election 
promise to give municipalities a portion of revenue collected on traffic fines. Stevenson 
recently told council the new funds should be used to hire more police officers and beef 
up patrols. 


Stephenson and Mayencourt are both sincere and well meaning, but as with so many 
other issues, the province and the city are failing to find common ground. 


The right wing provincial government sees a city that’s soft on crime, helpless to 
enforce its own bylaws and willing to tolerate illegal tent cities. The left wing city council 
sees an uncaring province responsible for creating more poverty, crime, and addiction by 
relentlessly cutting programs that support the most disadvantaged members of society. 
The truth is that both sides are failing citizens of the West End by sniping at each other 
while the urban rot swallows neighbourhoods whole. 


Vancouver will continue to suffer in this 
war of ideologies unless the two 
Campbells—Premier Gordon and Mayor 
Larry—start to show some real leadership by 
putting public service ahead of petty politics. 


Empty-eyed junkies who can’t get treat- 
ment, street kids huddled under damp 
blankets, and senior citizens who fear leaving 
their apartments, all deserve better. W 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster 
who lives in Vancouver’s West End. 
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suites for rent 


Surrey Village Tower 


Beautiful concrete hi-rise. Excellent 
location, close to shopping malls, parks and 
skytrain. Beautiful suites, gorgeous views 
and sunsets. Studios, one & two bedrooms. 
Whirlpool, sauna, tennis. Please call to 


arrange a viewing. 
(604) 589-3930 or (604) 589-3960 


305 


general sales 


AROMAS 


Simply the Best 
Magnum 
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Rochefort 
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Buy, Sell or Trade or Meet that special someone 
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01 
massage 


IN CALGARY 
MAN TO MAN By college student 


22 years old. Downtown - private, clean & 
safe. In calls - downtown hotels OK. Call for 
appointment. Joe or Karl (403) 508-2641 


402 
friends 


German gay guy. 
*, 160lbs. In good 


Earth, but romantic. 
Into music, theatre, 
travel, 
and 
more. 
Would like to find a 
friend in Canada. Please contact Gerd 
Danschke. Kevelohbusck 29A, 45277 
Essen, Germany. 


Ukraine 
= Good-looking, 28 year- 
old Russian boy. 5’10”, 
155lbs; university 
educated looking for 
serious man for long- 
erm relationship. I like 
eading, friendship, 
music, sports, cooking... 
Please enclose picture 
= with your response if 
possible: 
: Viktor Shevchenko 
P.O. Box 227, Kiev-30 
01030, Ukraine 


Im a Ghananian citizen, slim, sexy and 
horny. I am interested in nature travel, having 
fun, making friends, I want to contact a nice 
gay guy to exchange hot erotic letters and 
photos. All letters with photos will be 
answered and all female and male pen-pals 
from all over the world aged from 25-60 are 
welcome. Serious letters will receive a reply. 
Write: Gibo Karim, P.O. Box 225, Cartoon 
Avenue 14, Dormaa-Ahenkro, Brong-Ahafo, 
Ghana, West Africa. 


Take out a classified ad in 
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smooth-chested, muscular 
Attention-getting good 
looks and hard in all the right places. 
Friendly, versatile, fantastic kisser 
and available for travel. 28 years old, 
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Reo ROCKET TRaVeL 


redrocket@uniserve.com BC Reg. #22804 


www.redrockettravel.ca 
#411, 1033 Davie Street 
Phone: 604-669-3321 

Toll-Free 1-888-700-4083 
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Wanting to apply for 
permanent residence in 
Canada? 

Recent changes to the 


Immigration Act have opened 
new opportunities for you to 
obtain permanent or temporary 


residence in Canada. 


Call to find out how we can 
assist you. 


Des Friedland, 
Barrister And Solicitor 
700 West | 6th Ave. Vancouver, 
V5Z 1S7 
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Playtime was never this fun! 
| Fang, = 


Vancouver 
Canada Place 


Edmonton 
__Noriblands B: 


You'll love it if you re naughty yo 
this show has somethi 


All-inclusive adn $15 — 
Advance on-line or call-in tickets 


(includes shows, seminars & more) 


Restricted to 18 & over (Alberta) ° es & over rt 


For complete details visit .. 
www.canwesishows.com or wa 7 le 
info@canwestshows.com | yo 


or call 1.888.999.5513 oe = 
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Bed, Breakfast and a Mansion. 
In the heart of downtown 


mR 1 (8 T.% 


RTA 


bg 


Ensuite Baths * Full-Service Spa * Concierge Specialising in Seasonal 
Private Phones * DSL Ports Yard Maintenance & 
Toronto’s most exclusive bed and breakfast. Exterior Home Decor 


Residential & Commercial 


Information and Reservations PRE S T | G 


call toll free 1 * 800° 259 * 5474 Call for a free professional estimate: 


www.dSleepWithFriends.com (403)280-5400 
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Best Foot Forward 
Kicking off Toronto's 2003 AIDS 
Walk at City Hall. 


Revenge of the Nerds 


Geeky and cheeky in the name 
of Pride. 


We Like Everything But 
That One Accessory 

A bit of naughty and nice at 
Northbound Leather’s 
Peepshow event. 


Sally Jesse Raphael and Gene 
Simmons’ love-child? Only she 
knows for sure... 


Grides and Brooms? 
Belles and bells at 
Pride 2003. 


No Understudy, He 
9 Film critic Allan Raeburn (far right) hosts a : 
screening and discussion of All About Eve - — + x 
at the 519 Community Centre. : 


THIS FEATURE | enhance 


BROUGHT TO YOU 


metic & laser dermatology 


IN TORONTO: 
1-416-915-4545 | 


‘Laser Hair Removal 


An Up-front Gal 
Ubiquitous hostess-with-the-mostest 
and restaurateur, Zelda. 


Yum with a Capital ‘Y’ 


ae Botox Treatment 


Chemical Peels & 


Broken Blood 
Vessel Treatments. 


#206, Market Mall 
Professional Building 
__N.W. Calgary 
- (403) 271-docs (3627) 


www.dermdocs.net 


i. 
Man, Has Madonna Let Herself go... 
An unusual mascot at a Brother Love Canal 
performance. 
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Tiara Talk 
Pride Ambassador |, Cerina, 
takes on a diplomatic role. 


I Mr. PE! Leather and Mr. Atlantic ' Z 
Leather. pe | (ie Camera-raderie 


~ Enjoying each other’s company at the 
spring dance are (from left to right) 
Ron, Claude, Daniel, Neil, jack and Bob. 


Speak Softly and Carry a 
Big Stick 

Performer Momma Juggs at the 
~. Pride logo launch and media 
event. 


PHOTOS ON 
THIS PAGE 


BY 
JIM CULBERT 


Banner Occasion 
Celebrating Pride in style on the 
isle. 


Titled and Tired Out! 
Mr. Leather PE! takes a dance 
break. 


DON'T WORRY, MOM. 
TU Be Rigut i “ 
OH AY GOD... THATS 

DAN GIBSON -- tHe 
YANKEE “THIRD BASEMAN !/ 
HATS RIGHT, His OAD 
HAS ALZHEMER'S.... 


Sunday, Jan 29, 7:00 pM 


Join us in this Traditional : 
celebration complete with 
Al the Trini és 


GLEN HANSON 
a 
ALAN NEUWIRTH 


NaTHAN AND His 
MOTHER WAIT 
OUTSIDE THE 

Doctor's OFFICE... 


I BROUGHT MY MOTHER 
HERE FOR TESTING TODAY. 
SHES BEEN ACTING PRETTY 
STRANGELY OVER THE 
PAST FEW MONTHS. 


CHRIST, HES GORGEOUS"! UH-- EXCUSE ME, MR, AiBSON 7 
OKAY, DON'T STARE AT HiM-- Hi, TM NATHAN KLEIN... TUE 
Look AT THE MAGAZINE! READ ABOUT WHAT You/RE GoinG 
y) THROUGH WITH YOUR FATHER. 
Ss: tT MUST Be REAUY DIFFICULT. 


(TS SO HARD, WATCHING 
MY HERO--THIS BIE 
STRAPPING GUY, WHO 
TAUGHT ME HOW TO PLAY 
BASEBALL -- BECOMING 
MORE HELPLESS, 

DAY BY OAY. 


THATS HOW iT 
STARTED WITH DAD 
LAST YEAR. Z CAN 
ONLY 
jMAQINE. 


I'M SO 


I SHOULD SAY SOMETHING... ; 
INE GOTTA SAY SOMETHING --: 


/ p 
ZeaNUS 


> MR. GIBSON, YOUR 
TIME OR PLACE FOK THiS...guT | | DAD is READY TO GO fi 
— | 


L JUST WANT YOU To KNOW...] | HOME pos 

INE BEEN A YANKEE FAN ‘ Y THiS SUNDAY. TLL LEAVE A COuURLE Tickers 

POREVER. You GUYS ARE Goin’ ; FOR YA iF You LIKE-- You CAN DROP 006 
AU THE WAY “THIS VeAR! 


YEAH, LOOKS — 
UKE WERE SHAPIN’ 
Up POR A GREAT 


They make Outlooks possible. 
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Big hair; bright future 


By Rick Matthews 


Mad Madelaine has big hopes for the New Year. The over-the-top drag queen’s plan is 
almost as big as her massive blonde wig. She’s determined to get back to her roots and 
start a drag show in Toronto that has a spirit that she feels she hasn’t seen since her drag 
days at her “own” bar back in Calgary. sp 


Madelaine may now call Toronto home, but the road to the 
Big Smoke wasn’t quite as golden as she'd anticipated when she 
packed her suitcase full of hope. Hers is a story of plans 
made, dreams pursued and a few harsh realities thrown in ; 
along the way. And what story would be complete without 
a broken heart? Madelaine, whose real name is Carman 
Sawatsky, has had his share of that, too. 


bY 
But, it is a new year, after all, and this girl is ready to 


roll—she has a make-up case full of glitter and years of ¢ 
working drag scenes across the country to prove it. 


Sawatsky grew up in Lethbridge, Alberta, a town with no 
gay bar and certainly no drag scene. When he was seven- 
teen, he dressed up for Hallowe’en as Saturday Night Live's 
Linda-“talk amongst-yourselves’-Richmond and he was ; 
hooked. It seemed that make-up and making people laugh 
were where it was at for Sawatsky, but not everyone oe 
thought his frock was funny. Local girl makes good: 
Mad Madelaine 


His family couldn’t accept that he was gay, and certainly 
found his interest in drag too tough to handle. “My whole family lives on ranches and has 
big buckles and stuff?’ Sawatsky says. When he was eighteen, he’d had enough and took 
off for Calgary to make his mark and find somewhere he belonged. 


He arrived in Calgary in the summer of ’96 and quickly found a new place to call home. 
He landed a job managing the hair studio Bianco & Nero and ended up registering for 
make-up school (a useful merger of all his talents and a handy blend of school supplies 
and make-up needs). Sawatsky’s face became the perfect canvas to perfect his craft and 
Mad Madelaine, Sawatsky’s alter ego and part-time work-in-progress, was on the verge of 
making her break. 


That moment came while the relatively new queen was performing “bare bones” at 
Boyztown and was discovered by Calgary’s drag icons Eartha Quake and Devon Mills. 
The two snatched her up to work at another club and Madelaine was soon performing 
with them every Sunday, along with Kricket. “I loved every minute,’ Madelaine fondly 
recalls. 


Regular performances gave her an outlet to perfect her skills under the harsh lights of 
the stage and unsympathetic eyes of the audience. More than anything, Madelaine says 
she learned about the “potential of a creative drag show to bring in big crowds who were 
there just for the show—not the dancing or hot butt/chest/legs contest that are just 
hosted by a queen.” 


Sawatsky’s road up the drag-ladder took an unexpected turn when, on holiday after 
finishing make-up school, he queried a MAC manager in Vancouver. The day he was set 
to return to Calgary, MAC gave him a call, asking him to come in for an interview. The 


company offered him a job the same day. “Being offered a job at MAC is, like, one of the 
highest things a make-up artist can hope for,’ he says, “so off to Vancouver it was.” 


“| loved it there,” says Sawatsky of his move to the coast, “except the eight months of 
rain was almost enough to make you want to kill yourself.” 


He continued doing shows at Celebrities bar and at special occasions over the years 
while he lived there, working days as a make-up artist and spending his nights perfecting 
routines, making outfits and teasing mounds of hair. Everything was going according to 
his master plan—or at least it seemed that way. 


Sawatsky ended up falling in love after meeting a flight attendant from Toronto one 
night in Vancouver and their connection was intense. They began dating and, after just 
four short months together, Sawatsky’s heart got the best of him. He transferred with 
MAC and headed east, a decision that would prove to be both a blessing and a curse. 


It seemed that Sawatsky had all he’d hoped for in Toronto: a new man, a great career 
and his new best friend “Mad Madelaine”. But what started out as bliss quickly turned to 
pain when Sawatsky’s boyfriend became abusive and his drinking problem ruined their 
relationship. He also didn’t support or appreciate Sawatsky’s passion for drag and Mad 
Madelaine hung up her shoes for a couple of long and painful years. “He wasn’t so 
supportive on that end of things,” Sawatsky says, “and that was a factor in why | didn’t do 
it for a while.” 


But fate had other plans for this Lethbridge boy. His boyfriend was transferred to a 
new airline in Calgary and moved away. Mad Madelaine was ready to once again live up 
to her name and take the stage by storm. She was mad, ready to get back in action and 
rise to heights as lofty as her platform stilettos... but was the Toronto scene ready for 
her? 


Despite her high hopes, Madelaine realized she wasn’t ready for it. 


Or, at very least, she slowly discovered there wasn’t really the same kind of venue in 
Toronto that could showcase her work quite as well as the one she had back in Calgary. 
“| want to see something more geared towards the drag show itself, like a cabaret, where 
people are coming for the drag—that’s what I’m about,” Sawatsky says. “When | do drag, 
we're talking full-on Priscilla Queen of the Desert!” 


She’s not kidding. One look at her wardrobe filled with fishnet stockings, heels that 
should be outlawed and a floor-length bright pink fuzzy fur jacket proves her point. “I 
don’t want to look like a woman, | want to look like a drag queen,” Madelaine says. “That's 
where | am and that’s my niche. | like to [do] satire.” 


Madelaine is adamant about how she wants her image and reputation to unfold in 
Toronto. She’d rather hold out for a venue she loves than sacrifice the dream she’s 
worked hard to build and fight for. Even though this means she doesn’t get up on stage 
as much as she’d like, it’s only fuelled her desire to create something herself that is as 
unique as her look. 


“My New Year’s resolution is to at least start a night somewhere that showcases what 
I’m talking about,” she says. “It’s a bit of a long shot but | think it’s totally worth it. Getting 
back on stage is taking top priority.” 


She may also head to New York because her friend Jon Marcus, who produced Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch and Party Monster, thinks it’s time she get some exposure in the Big 
Apple—yet another rung up a ladder of dreams that started in small town Alberta. “It’s 
a whole different calibre out there altogether,” says Madelaine. 

It seems like whatever Madelaine and Sawatsky decide to do, neither of them will be 
afraid to take the leap. W 
Rick Matthews is a freelance journalist based in Toronto. With the aim of taking a true look 


at the diversity of the gay community he’s done work for Fab and appeared as a guest-host 
on SoGayTV. 
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"2003 


It was a great year for fashionistas around the globe: our favourite designers and 
trendsetters added new and exciting fads, trends and labels to our fashion vocabulary. 
In turn, we talked the talk and walked the walk. The world of fashion always remains 
exciting and there is so much | wish | could discuss. So, for your reference and reading 
pleasure, | have created the following fashion “yearbook” for 2003. 


By Lincoln Phillip 


Valedictorian: Alexander McQueen 


The man is a genius and continues to push fashion into the future 
instead of relying on past fashion trends for inspiration. 


Honour Role: 


These designers demonstrate excellence and creativity in their 
work. Their collections caused excitement in the press, enticed 
fashionistas to wear their designs and “laymen” to draw inspiration 
from them. These collections were stellar for both seasons and 
took an innovative approach to the trends. 


VIKTOR AND ROLF 


Women have always had the pleasure of wearing the 
conceptual designs of Dutch design duo Viktor and Rolf. 
For spring, these two avoided the conventional catwalk 
display, opting for the twinkling lights of a disco ball as 
they threw a party! The models boogied and twirled in 
retro Yves Saint Laurent- and Chanel-inspired floral print 
dresses, tailored tuxedo dinner suits and gowns in a 
rainbow of tulle roses. Fall marked their ode to British 
actor Tilda Switnon for her gender-bending dramatic 
style, as well as the debut of Viktor and Rolf’s menswear 
collection. Who best to model their Geek chic aesthetic 
than the masterminds themselves? 


MARG JACOBS FOR LOUIS VUITTON 


It was all about collaboration this year for Marc Jacobs at Louis Vuitton, which 
rejuvenated its Old World image and introduced the LV monogram to a new genera- 
tion of style mavens. Jacobs teamed up with Japanese artist Takashi Murakami to trans- 
form Louis Vuitton’s signature brown and tan monogram bags into bright white bags 
with rainbow LV monograms, computerized floral prints and cartoon creatures. This 
bag became an overnight cult item and inspired a slew of knockoffs from a corner on 
Canal Street in Manhattan to a kiosk in your neighbourhood shopping mall. Jennifer 
Lopez was the face for Louis Vuitton’s fall campaign, which struck a nerve in most blue 
bloods and fashion purists. But Jacobs knew that Jenny from the Block had the star 
power to fuel sales of the classic monograms to a horde of international first-time 
buyers. 


HELMUT LANG 


For spring, Lang introduced his take on the 
“Emperor’s New Clothes”. It takes a genius to create 
nothing out of something and convince the rich and 
powerful to add the “skeleton” of a scuba suit to their 
closets! For fall, he continued the cutout idea and 
introduced pants, which took on the appearance of a 
pair of form-fitting chaps. Perfect for those who were 
always curious about wearing a pair of chaps but could 
never find one with a designer label! 


Viktor and Rolf 


Helmut Lang as 
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PRADA AND MIU MIU BY MIUCCIA PRADA 


Both collections presented understated elegance through 
intellectual design and detailing. By taking notes on 
Polynesian styling and details for spring, Prada and Miu Miu’s 
feature of the Asian trend was original and innovative. Mod 
styling for men and 1940s elegance for women were key 
trends for fall. And again, both collections were original and 
inspirational. 


Miu Miu 


Most Improved: Moschino finally broke away from try- 
hard theatrics—such as an ode to The Wizard of Oz and 
Disney characters—and found its own style this year. 


Miss Congeniality: Jennifer Lopez for being the poster 
girl for Louis Vuitton. 


Stellar Canadians abroad: D-Squared2; Montreal's 
Philippe Dubuc; Linda Evangelista’s comeback; Calgarian Paul 
Hardy's successful run at New York 
Fashion Week. 


Homecoming Queen: John Galliano 
for Christian Dior 
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Homecoming King: John Galliano 
for John Galliano 


Athlete of the Year: Juicy Couture 


Best Styling Spirit: Heatherette 


Juvenile Delinquents: 


DONATELLA VERSACE 


It was all about Miss V this season. For the women’s 
spring collection, she made her models sport platinum 
blonde hair extensions, a visual ode to herself. For her 
menswear spring collection, Donatella took egomania to 
new heights. Oversized DVs in Gothic lettering and self- 
portrait T-shirts reminiscent of “I’m with the band” 80s 
headbanger style were a bit much, hon. 


TOM FORD 


Tommy was up to his gay schoolboy antics this spring with 
his menswear collection. For spring, Ford touched on the Asian trend, a la ancient Kama 
Sutra. Flowing silk robes and silk baseball jackets embroidered with couples copulating, or 
silk banana hammock trunks to show off the ass were part of this collection. Also, | can’t 
forget to mention the salacious ad campaign designed to back up his vision, the one 
featuring: perfectly trimmed pubes in a Gucci “G”. Then again, didn’t he say that shaved 
pubes turned him off? Nonetheless, we will miss him,as 2004 marks his final year as creative 
director for Gucci and Yves Saint Laurent. W 


Versace 


Lincoln Phillip is a writer in pursuit of promoting those who bring beauty into the world. 
He contributes style-related topics to many magazines, and collaborates with Calgary’s 
leading design firms. This style maven hopes to one day have lunch with Anna Wintour. 
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A new year, a new owner? 


By Outlooks Staff 


After being on sale for almost a year, it appears that the Canadian arm of PrideVision 
Television will finally be sold. On December 8th, a potential new owner for the network, 
Bill Craig, entered into an agreement to purchase PrideVision for CDN$2.6 million. He 
will also assume certain liabilities related to the network, which are currently valued at 
CDN$l.1 million. PrideVision's creator, John Levy, and his umbrella company Headline 
Media Group, will retain development rights outside the Canadian marketplace, as well as 
hold a position on the network’s board and a ten percent interest in the company’s 
Canadian operations. Despite the mounting financial difficulties since its launch and low 
subscriber numbers, PrideVision is still a viable broadcast entity, according to Bill Craig. 
“| believe there is a real opportunity for PrideVision TV in. Canada,’ he stated in a 
December 8th press release. “The GLBT community needs and deserves this channel.” 
In an exclusive telephone interview, Craig went on to tell Outlooks that “...people in small 
towns used to get their information from their.local-radio station—this is essentially the 
small town radio station for Canada’s gay. community; it’s what connects us to one 
another.” 

One of the major changes Craig hasplanned is an emphasis on bringing Canada’s many 
GLBT communities together through more comprehensive and focused event coverage. 
“There’s the film festival in Vancouver, the gay Rodeo in Calgary, Pride in Toronto—and 
these are only a few—but they need to be covered in-depth, not just with an hour-long 
special or something like that. | want to make strong coverage of these events a major 
priority” 

According to Craig, who has extensive experience in broadcasting on both sides of the 
border, PrideVision’s major problem lies within its distribution system. “Digital 
television—other than movie channels—is not doing that well, period. It doesn’t matter 
if it’s gay or straight or whatever,’ he told Outlooks. “| think | have a way to get it down 
into the tier system that might even make the cable guys happy. Also, this is already a very 
different world than it was when the station launched; | think we're going to be all right 
this time around.” 

Apparently, at this juncture, only tuning in and time will tell. 
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Mountain View 
funeral Home 
Box 3, Site 17, R.R. 7 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2P 2G7 
Phone: 403-272-5555 


Glenwood 
Funeral Home 
52356R.R, 232 

Sherwood Park, Alberta 
T8B 1B8 
Phone: 780-467-3337 


Howard & McBride 
Chapel of Chimes. 
10179 108 Street 


Funeral Home 
© 304-18th Avenue SW 
Edmonton; Alberta Valeo Ale Alberta 


T5341 
Phone: 786-422-1141 Phone: 403-: 728-4420 


South Side ,Leyden's 
Memorial Chapel Funeral Home 
8310 - 104 Street 4079 1st Street W. 

Edmonton, Alberta Clareshoim, Alberta 
T6E 4E8 
Phone: 780-432-4601 


Funeral Hom 
16204, Fort Road 
Eoupeey, Alberta 


B4K3 
¥780-472-9019 
Howard & McBride 

Westlawn 


16310 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSP 4A6 


TOL OTO 
Phone: 403-626-3212 


Phone: 780-484-5500 


Original Menu..... 
Original Jann! 


$2.50 e Rock Every Day 
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The Arden Diner 


503 - 4 Avenue S 
262 - 3683 
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Boana Torre Malibu 


Condo Hotel / one block from GAY beach 
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547 Oxford Avenue, Kelowna BC V14 7L4 
Kelowna's Central Gay BazB 
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- Private sun deck and sauna 
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WANT TO INCLUDE YOUR 
B&B INOUTLOOKS? 
CONTACT CAP 
TOLL-FREE AT 
1-888-228-1157 
OR BY EMAIL: 
MAIN@OUTLOOKS.CA 


4 ‘oR 
14 fay ae 
: 4 Me. i i i 4 4 - Westways is walking distance to downtown, bars - For the Business Traveler our exceptional guest 
S < : ; ; t 2 i 4 and clubs, Restaurants & Boutique shops. One bedrooms provide more amenities than any other } 
ate ij eS block away to Elbow River and Calgary's B&B in Calgary - High Speed Internet port, Direct 
faa? i j 4 i yO renowned river pathways for cycling, walking and _ Dial Telephone with Voicemail & Data port, Desk, 
ia yf 133% running. TV/VCR with "Free Movie Channels’, PrideVision 
2S, : | wf 3 ye and Six 24hr News Channels. Hair Dryer, Iron & 
aoe : a f Eo a Ten minute walk to the Talisman Centre for all Ironing Board. 
(he 7 ip your indoor sports including 4 pools, gyms, 
é poe es tracks, weights and fitness rooms. - For the leisure and romantic guests we have 
bedrooms with King size bed, gas fireplace, jetted 
3 ’ - Westways is a Heritage residence that radiates spa tub and entertainment centre. Massage your Wf 
: CANADA'S FINEST ALL : \ , Edwardian ambiance complete with box beam cares away in the luxurious 32 jet hot tub on the 
3 42 ROOM HOTEL 4 ceilings, magnificent built-in china display clothing optional deck. j 
' abit? cdderet cn red pyle ; cabinets, leaded glass windows and hardwood 
i TELEVISION . VIDEOS COMMUNAL SHOWERS . floors. Yio netics Ged cron tasty 
Yy BOUTIQUE . TELEPHONES ROOFTOP TERRACE ae 
f CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST : BAR . GARDEN . PATIO pee «The guests' bedrooms are on the 2nd or 3rd breakfasts prepared by award winning chef/host 
i floor and each guest room is suited with its own Jonathon. : ¥ ] 
private bathroom. / | i 
No Shared Bathrooms ( | ®\ j 
: No Basement Bedrooms ~\ 


Calgary Westways in the last 10 years has and continues to 
support these local community organizations: Sharp Foundation, 
AIDS Calgary, ARGRA, Apollo and Pride Calgary. 


vain Ee d : i | All are welcome to Calgary Westways Guest House 


www. auxberges.ca 
Open House on Sunday November 16th 
AUBERGE DUCENTRE VILLEINC. from 3pm to 8pm. Complimentary appetizers, wine and soft drinks. 


1070, RUE MACKAY, MONTREAL H3G 2H1 (514) 918-9393 (800) 668-6253 S . 
Donations for Beswick House are welcome. 
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HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 
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ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 
CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS 
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Diners Club 
International’ 


-enRoute. 
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suites for rent 


Surrey Village Tower 
Beautiful concrete hi-rise. Excellent 
location, close to shopping malls, parks 
and skytrain. Beautiful suites, gorgeous 
views and sunsets. Studios, one & two 
bedrooms. Whirlpool, sauna, tennis. 
Please call to arrange a viewing. 
(604) 589-3930 or (604) 589-3960 


Bankview apt condo available Jan 31, 
trendy/architectural loft style. master 
bed rm plus home office or 2nd bed rm, 
900 sq ft plus encl sun room, 6 appli- 
ances, soaker tub, maple cabinets, air 
cond, spectacular city view. $950/month 
plus electricity, pets considered. call 
403-244-9133. 


203 


shared accommodation 


Mature non-smoking roommate to 
share 2 bedroom condo, 15th Ave. and 
Ist Street SW with one male +1 cat. 
$350/month includes util. Ph: 403-234- 
9840 


204 


accommodation 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


e 11" Street 


Lodging 
Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
- (403) 209-0111 
P://WWW.11STREET.COM 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999, www.boana.net 


boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 
daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


vacation rentals 


Get away to the SUN and SAND this 
fall/winter to PUERTO VALLARTA!! 2 
Badr. fully equipped condo - half block 
directly above blue/green chairs beach in 
south side Old Town. Ocean views from 
2 balconies, full use of very private pool, 
full maid service 6 days per week. 5 
minute walk to bars, restaurants, night 
life. Call Rob at (403) 210-0093 or log on 
to the website at: 
www.casaensuenopy.com 
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AROMAS 


Simply the Best 
Magnum 


3/$69.95 
Rochefort 

3/$59,95 
Octane 

3/$49.95 


"OST. SER POST. NOLUD 


CREDIT GARD. CUSTOMERS CALL 
In Toronto 418-688-7685 
outside the Toronto 
calling area 
1-808-866-8197 
OR SEND CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR 
MONEY ORDER TO; 

Arama tntertetions! 

Bax 82 
552 Chercd $1. 

Treats ON MAY 265 


CANADIAN ORDERS ONLY 
RUSH DELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS 


\NBOW PR; 
eo eccunct centro 


2nd Floor 

1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary 
(403) 266-5685 rpride@telus.net 
v Adult Videos and Toys 
v Aromas ~ from $16.95 
v Lubes - over 15 varieties 
v Unique Greeting Cards 
¥ Magazines and Posters 
v Pride Jewelry & Gifts, CDs 


Mon - Sat: 11 am to 10 pm 
Sun & Holidays: 12 noon to 6 pm 


Best Video and DVD 
for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to 
find classics. 


EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


WE TAKE PRIDE IN BEING YOUR 
SOURCE FOR GAY PRODUCTS FOR 
24 YEARS, 


Rent: VHS or DVD 
$4.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
All four night rentals 
Buy: DVDs - $29.95, buy one get one FREE 
VHS - All boxed originals as low as $7.95ea 


ADULT DEPOT 
North South 
524A 6th Ave. S.E. 626 - 58 Ave. S.E 


(403) 264-7399 (403) 258-2777 
Online at adultdepotstore.com 


401 


MAN TO MAN By college 


student 22 years old. Downtown - private, 
clean & safe. In calls - downtown hotels 
OK. Call for appointment. Joe or Karl 
(403) 508-2641 


Happy New vers 
Relax after the Hectic Season 
Treat yourself to a Professional ; 
Relaxation Massage 
Male to Male 
by Appointment Only 
10 years experience 


Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, 
antric, Healing Hands 


Daniel (403) 510-7572 
http://zaplin.com/maletomale 


New Year’s Massage Special 


Deep tissue 
massage to 
decrease the 
New Year’s 
stress. 


$40 Non- 
Sexual 


Call Mike 
(403) 680- 
0533 In/Out 
Calls. 


402 
friends 


LOOK AT THIS 

Nice looking Calgary guy, slim 5’7”, 
145 lbs. Nice body, Top, can Bottom. 
Open minded, discreet, willing to try 
anything. 43. Looking for buddies, 
friends, good times and for sure more! 
You won’t be disappointed. All 
answered. Don’t miss this. Reply 
#0101 


Ghanaian guy of 21 years of age 
searching for a penfriend all over the 
world. No age limit. I am kind, honest 
and a nice looking boy of course, under- 
standing, active and attractive. Write to 
me and you are assured of excellent 
reply, I promise you I will never let you 
down. If possible send photo. Salu 
Jafaru - P.O. Box 148 Sunyani - Brong - 
Ahafo, Ghana-West-A frica. 


Russian boy in Cyprus, 29, 5711, 
looks younger, normal build, brown 
eyes and brown hair, good looking, 
educated, romantic, tender, longs to find 
a faithful boyfriend from anywhere for 
a long-term relationship and great love. 
I want to share my life with you, to be 
with you in good and bad times to give 
you all my feelings. Christian gays and 
gays with spiritual values are very 
welcome to write me! Don’t waste your 
and my time if you’re interested in fun 
without obligations. I want to marry the 
right person. Call Yuri. 

Cell phone number 011-357 
99909186. 
E-mail: tchaikovsky@newmail.ru 


GWM, 42 Y.O. Brazilian, masculine 
hairy top, average (Spanish-Italian) 
look, HIV-FREE, w/ very good 
level/background, into FOOT & 
TICKLE fetishes (NO PERVERT) 
seeks 30-40 uneffeminate blonde, non- 
slim (=stocky/stud/chubby), ND/NS/N 


tattoo/N piercing, 
caring/cuddlish/supportive, broad- 
minded, balanced & mature, 


bottom/versatile, ticklish LIFETIME 
PARTNER to build 100% monogamic. 
serious & lasting relationship. Write to 
Marc, P.O. Box 3670, BR 20001-970, 
Rio, Brazil. 


Are you looking for a new guy in the 
scene? A 27 year-old gay guy. 5°8” tall, 
65kg, single, submissive, non-scene, 
serious, well built, committed, 
bottom/passive, versatile in bed. Active 
gay men, gay-priest and/or she-male 
who understands committment to corre- 
spond to. Send photo, phone number 
and contact address to explore the 
possibilities of meeting. 

E.K. BOAKYE-ANDOH, P.O. Box 
2291, Sunyani - B/A. 


CURRENT DEADLINE: january 23rd, 2004 


and mail or fax it to Outlooks at address on Page 5. 
All ith placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


First 25 Words: $20.00 
Additional 25 words or less: 


_ Complete 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


NAME: $10.00 
De ae | | | ee | 
ADDRESS: Headline: $10.00 
a eS | Pa | a | ee) eye: 
Sine Dd | ae | A | | jae 
PROVINCE/STATE: Border Around Ad:$15.00 
CODE: i ADDITIONAL 25 WORDS (10.00 CHARGE) Reply Number Forwarding: 
PAY RHONE: ees | aa | | ae 
HOME PHONE: SUBTOTAL per month: 
Aermoneraleneieraine jot aren [gi eee | eer | OTaGe ies || Sinan) a Rericrer 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


26 January 2004 


PSSST | CRA | | | 6 lnvor SUBTRACT 15% 
SEG | P| Ae) SP PT | 


ADD 7% GST: 
OUTLEQKS 


GRAND TOTAL: 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Good-looking, honest, 
kind, trustworthy 27 year 
old boy, 177/71, University 
Educated, with sporty body 
looking for serious man for 
long-term relationship or 


for good meetings. Please 
enclose picture with your 
response if possible. 

Fedor Belokon, P.O. 
Box 122, Kiev-58, 03058, Ukraine. 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In good 
shape. Looking for young man 18-25 who 
wants to be treated royally. Must be cute Sexy, smooth-chested, muscular 
and fun. Reply #0502 escort. Attention-getting good 
looks and hard in all the right places. 
Friendly, versatile, fantastic kisser 
and available for travel. 28 years old, 
6’, |75Slbs, 42” chest, 32” waist, 15” 
arms, 7X5”, unbelievable butt! 

Buddy available. 
1-604-8 | 3-2323 


Meet that special someone... take outa 
Classified ad in Outlooks 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


MEN 


Local - Live - Now 
MIEN for MEN 
Calgary 403-261-2100 


Vancouver 
604-257-5555 
Edmonton 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 


www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 


Calgary's-Favorite Gay B & B 


Call Toll FREE 1-888-399-MALE 


Use Code: 3901 


1-900-451-3800 .(S1.99/min} 184 www.{nteractiveMale.com 


general personals 


Immigration 
is for lovers! 


We are proud of our 
ever-growing family of 
delighted gay and 

lesbian couples united at 
home in Canada, and 
one of the highest 
success rates with same 
sex couples. Canada’s new immigration 
Tegulations make expert guidance even more 
important than ever. Avoid time delaying and 
costly mistakes by working closely with a 
former Canadian I|mmigration and 
Citizenship Officer and friendly staff. We offer 
a full range of Immigration and Citizenship 
services: visa extensions, work and study 
permits, family sponsorship, and 
independent applications. Let us be your 
personal guide, providing professional care 
from start to finish. 

We only work with clients who we feel 
have the best chance of success. 

“Your staff are true professionals and always 
willing to help” FT. 

Call us today to discuss your situation. 
FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
538 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 
ON MC 1A4 (at St Clair West subway) 
416-651-8889 
email: info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
Director, Organization of Professional 
Immigration Consultants 


www.thefoxwood.com 


Great House, 
Great Location, gu 
Great Hosts! Feep 


1725 - 12 Street S$! Igary AB ) REAKFAS 
Phone: (403) 244-8699 TRS 


Proudly Supporting: 
ARGRA, Apollo. C Men's Chorus, 
Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 


Please support 
our advertisers. 


They make Outlooks 
possible. 


Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


TORONTO SEXY BLONDE 19 
Year old university student. smooth 
* tall, 9” ‘cut 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 


” waist, in great shape. Call 
697-2856 or e-mail; 
jjared_6 @bhotmail.com 


GUARANTEED FULL COLOUR PRINTING 


SHOP, ORDER AND UPLOAD FILES ON-LINE AT www.clubcard.ca 


4/1 Clubcards - Wednesday to Wednesday sched: 4/4 Clubcards - 


printed 

fronts with black ink on the back on 12pt Cornwall coated fronts and back on 12pt ‘Topkote coated 
eprogad: tell spy cne ing on the front and uncoated aqueous coating on the front and back. 
on the 


ees Sey sean, 
Wiking stochastic FM screens with hal colour Offset printed utilizing stochastic cit te tle Soe 
with 


OBer Cards (1 34” square) #9er Cards (1 3/4” square) 
Business Cards (2° « 3 1/2") Business Cards (2° «3 1/2) 
Big Trading Cards (2 3/4" x +3 Big Trading Cards (2 3/4" x 4") 
Club Filters (3 1/2" x 5°) Club Filers (3 1/72" x") 
Bookmarks (2° x7") Bookmarks (2° 7) 
Postcards (# x 6") Postcards (¢" x 6°) 

Fat Fliers (5° x 7 or 4° x 9") Fat Fliers 5° x 7 or x} 
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PANTONE SWATCH BOOKS 


STICKERS & TEMPORARY TATTOOS 


COME IN AND ENJOY MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM 


OFFSET FULL COLOUR CARDS 
SQUYD ONY SU31SOd IVLISIGC AVG SWS 


OUTSIDE VANCOUVER CALL TOLL FREE 1.866.801.6364 


Board Member: 


James Faulkner 
Question: 


The OMCF gives money to various Canadian GLBT community initiatives, 
where do you get your funding? 


Answer: 

We have been working for the last three years developing funding 
opportunities. To date, the majority of our money has come from the Outlooks 
Millennium Community Foundation MasterCard. For each application that is 
approved as well as for each dollar spent by the card holder, we receive a 
percentage of money. 


Another avenue we depend on, as with all non-profit organizations, are 
donations. Currently, we have had contributions from community groups, 
businesses and individuals. 


In the future, we are looking at other sources that can help build the 
foundation. Some of our options are government funding, casinos, foundation 
grants, and bequests. 


It is thanks to your financial support and giving of time, energy and expertise 
that is helping the OMCF build a stronger community for all of us. 


www.OMCE.com 


fee PUMPIACK 


Rip Cards <3 1/2°X 7" - perfed bushes cand) $445 Rip Cards © 1/2" X 7~ peried business cand} $475 $525 $580 
Lange quantities enc special ares are mralshie MOMKENS Dae, Ores OF Spee OATS. Lae petinn net ey ee eee ee 


604.801.6364 WWW.CLUBCARD.CA 100-1252 BURRARD ST. VANCOUVER, BC 


The PumpJack Pub 


Vancouver BC 


1167 Davie Street 
604.685.3417 
www.pumpjackpub.com 
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California Gold 


From: Radvideo 


Les Bon Amis #3 
Universe Sex 


From: French Connection 


January 2004 


OUTLEQKS 


Featuring: Christian Owen, Lee Walbush, Clint Fox, Tommy Saxx, Jason 
Nichols, John Roberts, Jasper, Chris Masters, Eli, Chaney 
Running Time: 100 minutes 


In January, when the evenings are cold, dark and long, everyone deserves some California 
gold to help brighten up their winter blues. This film provides a ray of sunshine, with blond- 
haired beach bums and surfer boys romping in the coastal hills, enjoying the pleasures of nature. 
California Gold is sure to brighten up many cold nights with a great mix of hard action and 
talented, young and hung California guys. 

Just to warm your heart and accelerate its rate, Lee Walbush opens this movie as he 
takes to the hills on his motorbike, This sexy stud looks great straddling a “crotch rocket” 
wearing only his boots and blue shorts—no helmet and no shirt, just his blond hair blowing in 
the wind. When Lee takes a rest break, as he stretches back on the leather motorcycle seat 
he can’t resist jerking off. With ten inches in his two hands, he really enjoys the freedom and 
solitude of the great outdoors—although it looks like it would be fun in any setting! 

Growing up in New Hampshire, Lee's friend Christian heard the phrase “Go west, young 
man” and was quick to heed the call when he became old enough to move. Having been shown 
the area by Lee, his favourite place to get away and be alone is the Angels national forest, fifty 
miles from LA. Now a Californian, Christian appreciates the slower pace in the surrounding 
countryside, and prefers a bicycle for making frequent trips into the hills with his other friend, 
Jasper. When these two well-hung studs come to a rest spot, it’s time to put on some extra 
suntan lotion and that leads to some even hotter action, Together, Christian and Jasper are a 
volcano just waiting to erupt, and know the perfect way to relieve stress away from city life. 
For them, this enchanted forest provides a perfect climax with a happy ending. 

Soon, word of this forest haven spreads quickly, and Christian's friends Clint and Tommy 


Featuring: Matt Berry, Laurent Gaulle, Pascal Bruno, Tomy Holls, Igor 
Lucas, Richard Becker, Maxime Forest, Chris Dumont, Stephane Lelong, Tom 
Fourca, Sebastien Orgie 

Running Time: 90 minutes 


Filmed entirely on location in France, this Bon Amis collection features some of Europe's 
hottest young men demonstrating a passion for sex that gives the country its joie de vivre 
reputation. In the film, handsome fitness buffs strut their stuff and show their stamina all over 
a health club until everyone's exhausted—iifting weights is nothing compared to the workout 
these studs endure! 

In the first scene, the water in the Jacuzzi is cool in comparison to the hot action of two 
well-hung studs enjoying some relaxation after their workout. Their taut muscles give in to 
the motion of the jetted bubbles and soon it arouses their passion; they do not resist their 
natural urges and enjoy the process and eventual outcome of each other's climactic tension 
release. 

The focker room at this health club is also a cruise-y meeting place where studs gather 
and pretend to be coming or going when, in fact, no one is in a hurry to get anywhere—except 
naked. The glory hole between shower stalls is too much to resist for these hot-blooded, 
horny athletes and, after pumping iron, the motion has to continue elsewhere just to keep the 
momentum, 

It's a classic scene in the steamroom when three hot, sweaty bodies come together for 
another form of stress relief. With all the mist it’s not easy to see everything, although a hard 


go hiking in the same area to relax. They carry their backpacks until the heat of the day requires 
that they find a secluded campground to escape the sun——then it’s time fora different kind of 
hot adventure. Both in this versatile twosome are hung like horses and prove they can top and 
bottom with great expertise when no one is looking. 

This very gay paradise is full of California hotties enjoying the great outdoors, but the 
best and final climax is when Lee and Christian manage to hook up with each other. On this 
occasion, Christian is in the hills in his new car, which has run out of gas, when Lee comes along 
on his motorbike. Rescued by his good friend, Christian accompanies Lee to his place on the 
hillside, where they discover they're both gay. The rest,as they say, is history. These two hotties 
prove that sometimes blonds can—and do—have more fun, especially when they are examples 
of California perfection at its best. 

As an additional bonus, at the end of this movie there are fun outtakes with the cast,a 
behind-the-scenes look at the hot young guys enjoying their work. Brighten up a winter 
evening with a good dose of California sunshine—but be careful you don’t overdose with this 
one... it's hot enough to cause a burn! : 

Review sponsored by Rainbow Pride Resource Centre, 
2nd Floor, 1229 16 Avenue S.W, Calgary 


Ph: (403) 266-5685 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: *&k&e*& SET: ek Ak 


BODIES: 4% (4) STORY: kk 
ACTION SCENES: +k kk 


tool is difficult to miss when it’s right in your face! For these three guys, a cold shower is the 
last thing on their minds... their hot action could create steam all on its own. 

In this club, even the leather couch in the reception area has a dual purpose when two 
of the younger fitness buffs decide to let loose. As they show off their physical prowess, it's 
no wonder that their perfect bodies attract an audience. These young and hung studs provide 
an eye-catching show before heading off to find some privacy for even more hardcore action. 

Finally, in the sauna, two of the best athletes sweat it out together and raise their blood 
pressure as they finish their workout with a hot encounter. Each of these European athletes 
demonstrates how fitness and sex goes hand in hand and that they are both an important part 
of finding sexual satisfaction. If your New Year's resolution is to head to the gym and work 
out, then let this movie be your inspiration to keep it up all year long. This film is available on 
DVD with extra scenes. 

Review sponsored by Express Video, 
#202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480 
Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 


R NG: ourT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
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209-10TH AVE SW CALGARY 


Sunday $1.75 Shooter specials all day 
Monday Free pool all day 
Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 


OPEN 24 HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


Wednesday $3.50 domestic beer and highballs all 
Thursday $4.75 double highballs 8pm until close 
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By Dale Smith 


Directed By: Ken Russell 
From: Vestron Pictures 
Running Time: 89 minutes 
Release Date: 1987 


The date is November 5, 1892, and 
Oscar Wilde (Nickolas Grace) and _ his 
companion Bosey (Douglas Hodge) arrive 
at one of London’s most notorious 


Nonhianas Park 

Edmonton, Alberta 
January 29, 2004 to 

February 1, 2004 


Thurs: 5pm - lipm 
Fri: 5pm - 2am 


brothels. The proprietor, Alfred Taylor 
(Stratford Johns), has a treat in store for his 
famous guest—he is staging Wilde's play, 
Salome, recently banned in London for its 
erotic depravity, with all of the prostitutes 
and some of his clients filling roles in the 
cast. 


The play Salome is described in the 
Collected Works of Oscar Wilde as “A Tragedy 
in OneAct”, and as such is best suited to be 
fit within the framework of the play-within- 
the-play that this film presents it as. Though 
the language has been updated somewhat, 
and a few of the references simplified, the 
film remains quite true to the original play, 
which is often not the case when it comes 
to film adaptations, even those with the 
benefit of their playwrights overseeing 
them. 


As Wilde watches bemused, Salome 
unfolds in decadent and sumptuous fashion 
before and around him, as the actors spill 
out beyond the stage and onto the sofa 
upon which Wilde reclines. The play itself is 
set around the year 20 AD, in the Roman 
territory of Judea. Bosey takes the role of 
the mad prophet Jokanaan, or John the 
Baptist, as he is instead called in the film, his 
skin painted a startling blue-white. Alfred 
Taylor himself takes on the role of Herod 
Antipas, Tetrarch of Judea. London socialite 
Lady Alice  (actress-turned-politician 
Glenda Jackson) plays the role of Herod’s 
wife Herodias, a devious and wicked 


woman—a part that Glenda Jackson no 
doubt relished. Shortly after this film was 
made she conquered Broadway as Lady 
MacBeth; watching this film it’s not hard to 
see why the transition was so easy. 


Much to Wilde’s surprise, the title role of 


Salome, daughter of Herodias, is played by a 
meek maid of the house named Rose 
(Imogen Millais-Scott). The meek maid 
disappears when the make-up takes over, 


and she emerges full-blown into the role of 


the young temptress that Salome was 
written to be. As the play unfolds, the 
drama of lust, temptation, jealousy and 
betrayal spills out from the stage and into 
the lives of the players and audience of one. 


Visually, the film is amazingly rich in 
colour and detail. The staging is anything 
but a cheap pantomime in a whorehouse, 
but exhibits the kind of ostentatious lavish- 
ness that one expects of the Victorian era. 
Indeed, one could almost forget that the 
play was within the framework of the film 
and is, instead, the film itself, though the 
intrusions of Wilde in the audience and the 
noticeable lack of effects (like the blood) 
were enough to keep it grounded. 


On the actors themselves, most 
members of the venerable Royal 
Shakespeare Company, | cannot heap 
enough praise, except for the performance 
of Nickolas Grace as Oscar Wilde. 
Knowing what | do of Wilde, | found that 
his performance came off more like a bad 
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Tim Curry than Wilde himself. While the 
framework of the film tries to incorporate 
some of Wilde’s trademark witty repartee, 
to me it often felt flat and tired, and almost 
inappropriate in places. It was easy enough 
to forget once the play started, though | 
have to say it was the film’s only sour note. 


In the dreariness of a Canadian winter, 
this burst of colour and sensuality is just 
the remedy that we all could use. Between 
the lavishness of the production design, and 
the delicious wickedness of Salome and 
Herodias, this film is a treat to watch, and 
one which inspired me to such a hedonistic 
act as to dust off the old Collected Works of 
Oscar Wilde from my bookcase. 


Best Line: 
Wilde (To Taylor): “They say that 
sex is the theater of the poor. You’re 


not staging the beggar’s opera, are 
you?” 
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HOT MALE CHAT « UNCENSORED EROTIC ST OIRTES=*  TALKING-CEASSIFIEDS 


Always. Hot. 


www.cruiseline.ca 


Call now for your free membership. Enter access code 3205. 
Edmonton 780.413.7122 Vancouver 604.639.0606 Victoria 250.414.4424 


Membership Info: Credit Card: Get a membership billed Pay by cash: 
To get in on the hot, local action and take 


advantage of our many features like live male Call our Customer Service to your phone: Purchase your membership discreetly and in person at one of our retail outlets: 
chat, uncensored erotic stories and more, you'll toll-free at 1.877.882.2005 1.900.451.8434 (75 minutes for $24.95) With the Times (2 locations!) 2203 4th Street SW or 118 10th Street NW — 
need a membership. Here’s how to get one: 24 hours/day, 7 days a'week, Open 9:00 AM- 11:00 PM, everyday! —...or visit any Western Union outlet! - 


Cruiseline - A Proud Part of the Community. Every time you hook up or chat with someone on Cruiseline you are helping to support our community. 
Your continued dedication to our services allows us to support numerous community organizations and events. Thank you. 


y | Try Cruiseline’s 2-4-1 Chat! Weekdays from 7 AM-5 PM, members are billed only one minute for 
# every two minutes you're on Cruiseline’s Live Connections! 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at 1-877-882-2005 


Local: Live- Now 
Vancouver 604-257-5555 


Victoria 
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Edmonton 
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Winnipeg 
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Saskatoon 
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Regina 
306-347-0000 
Toronto 
416-915-4545 
Hamilton 
905-297-4545 


Call Toll FREE 1-888-399-MALE 
7 FREE 
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